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Norih Skields, June 1, 1841.

AT THE ANNUAL SESSION OF THE NORTHERN. ASSOCIATION
oF BapTisT CHURCHES,

Tt was resolved,

«9, That a Summary account of our rise, progress, and present
state, as a Denomination in the North of England, be submitted
to the Association next year.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne, October19, 1841,

MiNUTE OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
ASSOCIATION.
Resolved,
“That the Rev. D. Douglas -be requested to prepare the Sum-
mary referced to in the ninth resolution,” &e.

The above Summary, by the increase of materials, &c., in the

succeeding years, has increased to the present Volume.

\
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LY
TO THE MINISTERS, DEACONS, AND MEMBERS OF
THE BAPTIST CHURCHES
IN THE NORTH OF ENGLAND IN GENERAL,
AND TO THOSE OF
"THE ASSOCIATED CHURCHES

IN DURHAM AND NORTHUMBERLAND

IN PARTICULAR,

“THIS HISTORY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE CHURCHES
IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED,
BY THEIR HUMEBLE AND DEVOTED
FRIEND AND BROTHER,

THE AUTHOR.







PREFACE.

TuE following narrative has long been a matter of
desire among the Baptist churches of the North of Eng-
land. So far back as 1828 it was referred to, at the
Association meeting at Broughton, in Cumberland; and
each minister was to contribute his quota. The idea laid
hold of the writer's mind, and from that time he began
to survey his materials. These were the oldest docu~
ments of any of the churches; :but written in an antique
hand, and very disjointed. Their deciphering, con«
nexion, and illustration, involved a very considerable
portion of both thought and labour. The writer had lit-
tle leisure, from a variety of engagements; but he began,
and still persevered, till, in the midst of deep family
affliction, in the early part of 1841, he had brought

down his narrative from 1651 to 1821, This became
" known; and by the Association and their Executive
Committee, that year, he was requested to publish
his researches. He consented; and in 1843 he pre-
sented them to the Association, at Rowley. Pro-
spectuses were issued; but a few blanks had to be
filled up, and the churches that had hitherto lingered
in sending their materials, now forwarded them. The
result was a considerable derangement in the early
chronology of the narrative. There then seemed no al-
ternative but to recast it entirely. Another half-year,
however, of heavy family affliction intervened, and it
was, therefore, not till the beginning of 1845 that the
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work was ready for the press. Owing also to the
writer’s anxiety to have it as correct and neat as a
provincial press could make it, together with his own
distance from the press, and the distance of those who
have kindly assisted' him, more delay has been occa-
sioned than was anticipated. Having said thus much
for himself, he confidently casts himself on the in-
dulgence of the Subscribers; and trusts, that they
will not only forgive his delay, but have occasion,
on the whole, to say, that he “has done what he
could,” both to please and edify them.

In the Introduction, a rapid view is given of ancient
Dissent, and the.evidence of opposition to Infant Sprink-
ling . among a large portion of these Dissenters; also, a
hasty sketch of the state of Britain, civil and religous,
some time previous, and at the commencement, of our
own narrative. The sources of the history itself are
referred to throughout. These are the M.S. records of
the different churches—some letters preserved in some
of the older families connected with those churches— -
and several traditionary relations, some of later, and
others of more ancient, date, which have descended
from one generation to another, but on the truth of
which the credit of the reader may safely rest. With
regard to the execution of the work, the writer regrets
some mistakes, and want of correction, which had es-
caped his notice in passing through the press. In
reference to Mr. Wilkinson, of Broughton, at page 15,
it is said, “the Lord at last convinced him of his sin.”
1t should have been, “the Lord at last convince him
of his sin!” &e. Mr. Wilkinson still remained with the
- Quakers; and, therefore, who it was that rallied the
scattered church at Broughton, we are, as yet, in igno-
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rance. On page 116, it is said that all the adherents
of Sir William Sineclair, excepting one, returned to the
Kirk: this is not correct, as his church exists to the
present time. It was not Mr. P. Grant who heard
Sir William, but an old man with whom he was ac-
quainted, and who was alive in 1829. - On page 122,
for “Crossby,” read “Crossley;” and on page 126,
note, for “Thomas,” read “William” Dowson. But
who this William Dowson was, is still|uncertain,—
see page 211, note. On page 132, line 7, for “minis-
ter,” read “member.” Other corrections and addi-
tions may suggest themselves on perusal. The writer
will' be happy to receive these. from any quarter;
and will endeavour to secure them, so as to be rendered

available at a future period.
As to the remarks introduced into the narrative, some

of which may be controverted, the writer can only say,
that he has stated his own opinions; and has done so,
as he thought, both to instruct his younger readers, and
to relieve, to older ones, the tedium of the dry narra-
tion of facts. The same may also be affirmed of the
notes, some of which may be thought irrelevant, but
they are employed to illustrate the times referred
‘to in the text. The account of the different fami-
lies, will, of course, be uninteresting to strangers;
but by the members of these families themselves they
will, perhaps, be regarded as the most valuable part of
the volume. As to the view given of character, on the
whole, the favourable, or good-natured one, is given,
deeming such a view as congenial to truth as it is to
amiability. On the whole, it is hoped, that the volume
may prove a useful family book to the members of our
churches, in reminding the junior branches of their
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families, of the serious responsibility which attaches to
them in the prospeet of eternity, arising from the name
they bear and the blood that flows in their veins; and
thus, it may be, lead these young people to that reflec-
tion and decision of character which may terminate in
a useful life, a peaceful death, and a glorious im-
mortality.

The author cannot conclude this Preface, mthout
tendering his thanks to all those brethren who have
kindly assisted him in this undertaking. To mention
any names my appear invidious, but he cannot forbear
referring to the following :—The Revds. R. Pengilly,
G. Sample, W. Leng, Jos. Harbottle, T. Taylor, A
Kirkwood, and R. Banks; also John Lindsay Angas,
Esq., and John Fenwick, Esq., both of Newcastle;
Mr. Henry Dalton, of Eaglesfield, Cumberland ; Mr.
John Rennison, North Shields; Mr. James Williamson,
South Shields; Mr. Henry Angus Wilkinson, his prin-
cipal assistant in collecting materials; and Mr. Wil-
liam Hague Ainsworth, of Middlesbro’; but while he
expresses his warmest thanks to these kind friends,
he may be allowed, also, humbly to express his grati-
tude to Him who has spared his life, and supported him
till he has brought his researches to a termination.
To His glory he devotes it, a.nd to His blessing he
humbly commends it.

Hamsterley, near Bp. Auckland,
February 26, 1846,
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

State of Dissent, &c.—The Baptists—Their recent and ancient character—
At the Reformation—Muncer and the German peasants—The sack of

Munster—The Baptists execrated—Menno Simon—Mode‘ls the Baptists—

Tontinental and English Bapti Baptists d ded from—The Hussites
—Wu:khtﬁtes and Lollards—The Albxgenses—-Beghards—Cathan—Petro-
br Henrici L i Wald lici Novationists—

Donatists—Montanists—Apostolic Succession—Puseyism—Political state of ’
England before our history begins—The Tudors—Stuarts—Charles I.—Re-
ligious state—Phases of Reformation—Henry, Edward, Elizabeth—Puri-
tans—Presbyterians—Independ Baptists—History—Sentiments.

DissenT and Methodism in the British empire, in our own time,
have assumed an appearance so distinet and imposing, that their
operations, sentiments, and history, have become themes of the
deepest interest to the philosopher, the historian, the politician,
and the political economist. The section of dissent, to which our
narrative has reference, though small in comparison with some
others, yet, in consequence of the pre-eminent talents of some of
its ministers, the success which has attended its missionaries,
both in the East and West Indies, especially in the translation of
the Secriptures, their labours for Negro emancipation, and the
numbers of their converts, has been rendered of no small importance
among other sections of the Christian church, in Britain, in
modern times.

As a denomination, perhaps, in one sense, it may be said not to
be an old one; and in another, it may be regarded as one of the
most ancient bearing the Christian name. It was in 1689, the
year after the Revolution, that the first General Assembly of the
Baptist body was held. Previously, that body existed as churches
only ; but owing to the severe Parliamentary penal statutes, relas
tive to Nonconformity, they were prevented from enjoying the
general union they desired. But though their churches existed,
the historical existence of these churches does not carry us much
‘beyond the beginning of the seventeenth century: as the commence-
ment of the church of Eyethoén, Kent, the oldest known, is
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limited to 1604. Foreign communities of this party, are, indeed,
represented as existing in London, sometime previous to this; ‘
but these communities would have little stability, as regarde
either the places where they met, or the individuals of whom they
were composed.

On the Continent, soon after the Reformation, the Baptists be-
came a very respectable hody, under the guidance of Mebno
Simon. Previously, however, they were in bad odour, both on
the‘Continent and in England. Two ecircumstances conduced to
this: First, The heading of the German Boors, or peasants, by
Muncer, a Baptist. These peasants engaged in a civil war with
their princes, for a redress of grievances. This-was not-a Baptist
war; all parties were connected with it, Catholics and Protest-
ants alike; but a Baptist was the leader, and this has identified
it with the Baptists, Muncer was, however, a.good, an:able, and
respectable man, and “a reformer, heloved by his master Luther,
who usually called him his Absalom,-and beloved equally by the
mass of the German population, owing to his carrying out the
rights of conscience and civil liberty to a much greater extent
than the reformers in general. In an evil hour, however, for
himself as ‘a religious man, and his party in general as a religious
body, he undertook to conduct the popular movement. That
movement failed. He himself perished, and Ana.ba.pt:sm bore the.
blame of having excited a civil war.*

The affair of taking and sacking the city of Munster, in West-
phalia, was another circumstance which tended at this time
greatly to injure the Baptists. Contention had begun in this city
in 1532, between the ‘Catholics and the Protestants. In this state
of confusion, a number of wild and infatuated individuals seized
on it. These professed to be Baptists, and held the sentiments of
those who were termed Fifth Monarchists. Under the influence of

® On this movement we have the following remarks :—¢ These -unhappy
peasants were in a state of villeinage. The grievances from wlnch they pray-
ed for deliverance weremany and great. A gst the most 3 of their
d ds wer ipation from personal bondage—the right of electmg
their religious teachers—that of Killing untamed animals without the restraint
of game laws, and a participation with the clergy in’titheslimited to -corn.
Thesed ds were in th lves not unreasonable, though urged by armed
revolters. Their lords subdued the rebellion—but disregarded thegrievances,
while they drowned the revolt in a deluge of blood. It sometimes happens
that the very grievousness of the evils unfits the sufferers for the perilous re-
medies which are alorc efficacious.”—SIir J. MAcm'roSH s HisT. ENGLAND,
Vol. ii. pp. 147 & 148,
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these ideas, it is said by Mosheim, that on their seizure of the city,
4¢ They gave out that they were messengers from heaven, with a
Divine commission, to lay the foundations of a new government,
a holy and spiritual empire, and to destroy and overturn all tem-
poral rule and authority, all human and political institations.”
Then they erected a new kingdom, which they called the New
Jerusalem, and one John Blockhold, or John of Leyden, was de-
clared king and legislator. It is also said “ That he ran through
the streets in a state of nudity, and married eleven wives.” This
state of things remained for three years. How they conducted
themselves during these years, we are not told particularly ; but
in 1536, the bishop and sovereign of the city, Count Waldeck,
agssisted by the other princes of Germany, attacked them, retook
the city, and put the leaders to an ignominious death.
Immediately on the issue of these events, execrations, everywhere,
by every party, were poured on the devoted heads of the Anabap-
tists. The violenceof Luther and other reformers against their views
of believers’ baptism, against their condemmation of infant sprink-
ling, their opposition to the interference of the magistracy in re-
‘ligious matters, their more correct views of the spiritual nature of
Christ’s kingdom, together with their more liberal ideas on civil and
religious liberty—led these good men unfairly to seize on an event
perpetrated by a few extreme enthusiasts, and through them toaccuse
the whole Baptist body. This body, as Mosheim declares, was com-
posed of 2 number of separate sects or parties, ¢ For,” says he, it
must be carefully observed, that though all these projectors of a new
and perfect church, were comprehended under the general denomi-
nation of Anabaptists, on account of their opposing the baptism of
infants, and their rebaptizing all such as had received the sacra-
ment in a state of chilchood in other churches, yet they were
from their origin subdivided into various sects, which differed from
each other in points of no small moment.” He then affirms that,’
““the most pernicious of these seets, was that in which the founders
pretended to be under the direction of a Divine impulse, and were
armed against all opposition by, as they affirmed, the power of work~
ing miracles.” Itis a circumstance also well known, that among
the sober Presbyterians and Episcopalians of our own day, enthu-
siasts of this kind have arisen, pretending to the possession of
great powers.® Can it be surprising then, that at such a period
as the Reformation, when men were merely emerging as it were

* The Rev. Edward Irving, and T(ll\on)l of Canterbury, are cases in point,
£
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from an old to a new world, an extreme party, of a generally
respectable denomination, should he guilty of some extravagances?
The sentiment among the Baptists, however, at this time, which
gave most umbrage, especially to the civil governments of the
different countries where they were located, was the  Millena-
rian. They almost all held the personal reign of Christ- upon
earth at the Millenial period, and this was called the Fifth
Monarchy, arising from the view of the kingdom of Christ, pre-
sented in the following portions of Seripture, Daniel iv. and vii.;
Rev. xx. There was, indeed, on this head, a difference among them.
One party held that all this subjugation of the world, was spiritual
in its character, and would be accomplished by the Prince of Peace,
in a peaceable manner: the other entertained the notion that it
would be accomplished by physieal force; and these latter, guided
by wild and fanatical leaders, as we have seen, were led at
different times, most foolishly, indeed, and wickedly, to give
battle to the civil powers. But this was not confined to Baptists.

Some that contended strenuously fqr infant baptism, held the same

views, and acted in a similar manner.

The Baptists, evidently, at this time, needed a wise and power-
ful mind to guide them, and God raised them up one in the person
of Menno Simon. Originally bred 2 Roman Catholic priest, and
of gay licentious habits, he seems to have been brought under the
influencée of true piety previously to 1536, and had held private
communications with the Baptists of Friesland, in Holland, of
which place he was a native. With them he openly united himself
during the ahove year, and he is thus described by Mosheim:
¢ He had the invaluable advantage of a natural and persuasive
eloquence, and his learning was sufficient to make him pass for
an oracle in the eyes of the multitude. He appears also to have
been a man of probity, of a meek and tractable spirit, gentle in
his manners, pliable and obsequious in his commerce with persons,
and extremely zealous in promoting practical religion and virtue,
which he recommended by his example as well as by his pre-
cepts.” As to the views taught by Menno, Mosheim states, that
“he expressed his displeasure of the licentious tenets which se-
veral of the Anabaptists had maintained with respect to the use-
fulness of polygamy and divorce, and considered, as unworthy of -
toleration, those fanaties that were of opinion that the Holy Ghost -
continued to descend into the minds of many chosen believers, in
as extraordinary a manner as at the first establishment of ﬂw
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Christian church, by miracles, predictions, dreams, and visions of
various kinds. He still, indeed, retained the doctrines commonly
received among the Anabaptists, in relation to the haptism of in-
fants, the Millenium, or thousand years’ reign of Christ on earth,
the exclusion of magistrates from the Christian church, {that is, it
i8 supposed, their interference, as magistrates, with the affairs of the
chureh,] the abolition of war, and the prohibition of oaths enjoined
by our Saviour, and the vanity as well as pernicious effects of hu-
man science. But while Menno retained these doctrines in a
general way, he explained and modified them in such manner, as
made them resemble the religious tenets that were universally re-
ceived in the Protestant churches.”* :

Such then was the state of the Baptists, on the Continent,
at the period of the Reformation; and, as they at this time
were either Dutch or Germans, and as one of the first Baptist
churches in England was originally formed in Holland, so it is a
natural supposition that the tenets held by the early English Bap-
‘tists, would considerably resemble those of the Mennonites on the
Continent. Many, however, of the English ministers were learned
and able men. Being also independent thinkers, the whole system
of theology was reviewed by themn, as well as the discipline and
ordinances of the churches of the New Testament ; and, therefore,
by the views they formed from the Scriptures they would be
guided, much more than by the model of Menno Simon.

As to the existence of those who held tenets corresponding to
the modern Baptists, previously to the Reformation, we intro-
duce again another statement from Mosheim : ¢ The Mennonites
are not entirely mistaken,” he affirms, ¢ when they boast of their
descent from the Waldenses, Petrobrusians, and other ancient
sects, who are usually considered as witnesses of the truth, in the
times of universal darkness and superstition. Before the rise of
Luther and Calvin, there lay concealed in almost all the countries °
of Europe, particularly in Bohemia, Moravia, Switzerland, and
Germany, many persons who adhered tenaciously to the following
doctrine, viz.: *That the kingdom of Christ, or the visible church
He had established on earth, was an assembly of real saints, and

* Menno Simon was born in 1505. He was converted about his thirtieth
year, and lived till he was about fifty-seven. He died atanobleman’s seat,
in Holstein, whither he had retired for protection, from his enemies, in 1561.-
He was eminently successful among the Baptists, but had much trouble
from the differences between the rigid and the mild parties, the one in North
Holland and the other in Flanders.
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ought, therefore, to be inaccessible to the wicked and unrighteous,
and also exempt from all those institutions which human prudence
suggests to oppose the progress of iniquity, or to correct and re-
form transgressors,” [orin other words, absence of state controul ]*
% This maxim,” Mosheim says, ¢ was tenaciously adhered to by
the Waldenses, Wickeliffites, and Hussites, the precursors of the
Reformation.” Let us then glance at the views of each of these.

With regard to the Hussites, they are said, by Erasmus, ‘“to
have renounced all the rites and ceremonies of the Catholic church.
They ridicule our doctrine and practice (as Reformers,) in both the
sacraments. They admit none till they are dipped in water, and
they reckon one another, without distinction of rank, to he called
brothers and sisters.” The Hussites prevailed in Hungary, Sile-
sia, and Poland, though most numerous in those cities of Germany
which lay on the Rhine, and especially at Cologne. They were,
however, divided in sentiment. One party acknowledged the pope
as head of the church. A second party differed only from popery
in receiving both the bread and wine in the Eucharist, and read-.
ing some things in the vulgar tongues. The third were called
Picards or Begards—these called the pope Antichrist—took all
their views from the Bible—chose their own instruetors-—denied.
marriage to none, opposed offices for the dead, and had few holy
days or ceremonies.t Huss was martyred in 1415, one hundred
and two years before Luther began the Reformation, in Germany.
He had had his views greatly guided by the writings of Wickliffe,
brought to Bohemia by the Queen of Richard the Second of Eng-
land. Thus by his teaching and example, was a large part of
Germany prepared for the Reformation, and disposed to carry it
further than even Luther himself, '

As to the Morning Star of the Reformation—the instructor of"
Huss—the great John Wickliffe, he was a native of the North of -
England, being born in 1324, at a hamlet that bears his name,
about five or six miles east of Barnard-castle, on the south-
side of the Tees, which separates Yorkshire from Durham. He
opposed, by his teaching and writing, the various errors of popery,
and also presented views, for that time, wonderfully congenial with
the primitive model of Christianity. Dr. Hurd affirms, that many

* This and the preceding quotations from Mosheim, are taken from his
History of the Anabaptists, Cu. Hist. 16th CENT., 3rd sect. part 2.

t See Sleiden, Hist. of Reform,, Lon. Encyclo. art. Huss and Reform, .&c.’
quoted by Orchard, in his History of ¢ the Foreign Baptists,’ !
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{earned men agree in stating, ¢ that Wickliffe denied Infant Bap-
tism.”* This then harmonizes with what is said by Erasmus,
of the Hussites, who were influenced by Wickliffe’s writings.
‘Wickliffe is said to have been instructed by Drs. Islip and Brad-
wardine, both Archbishops of Canterbury, and they are affirmed to '
have received their religious views, partly, from the Ancient British

Christians in Wales, and, partly, from the wandering Waldenses

or Lollards, from the south-west of France, then under the domi-

nion of the king of England. Walter Lollard, one of the Walden-

sian ministers, is also stated to have visited England, about this

time, and his followers were called afterwards Lollards. The

term Wickliffites attached equally to the same party.

The Dissenters from popery in the south of France—the teach-
ers of Wickliffe, have different names assigned them. From Albi,
a city in Languedoc, they are called Albigenses. From some of’
their more eminent teachers, Peter de Bruys and Henry of Tou-
louse, they are called Petrobrussians and Henricians ; Leonists,
and poor men of Lyons, from Lyans being the residence of another
distinguished teacher, Peter Waldo. They were also called, from
the purity and consistency of their conduct, Cathari, or Gazari,
viz., purists or puritans. It is highly probable that among these
there would be diversity of sentiment on several suhjects; but that
some of them were Baptists, and probably the majority of them,
is evident from many testimonies. We select the charges pre-
ferred againet them, by one of the best of the papal ministers of
that period, viz., Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux. ¢How great”
he states, ¢“ are the evils we have heard and known to be done by
Henry [of Toulouse] the heretic, and what he is every day doing
in the churches of God! He wanders up and down in sheeps’ :
clothing, being a ravenous wolf! But, according to the hint given
by our Lord, we know him by his fruits. The churches are with-
out people, the people without priests, priests without reverence,.
and lastly, Christians without Christ. The life of Christ is denied
to infants, by refusing them the grace of baptism, nor are they
suffered to draw near unto salvation, though our Saviour cried out,
on their behalf, ¢ Suffer little children to come unto me,’ ”” &c.+

Their can be little douht that these Albigenses, &c., sprang
from the Vaudois or Vallenses, the inhabitants of the vallies of
Piedmont, in the Alpine mountains. About the beginning of the

* History of all Religions.

T AllixAlbig. c. 14, p. 127, &c., gaoted by Orchard.
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twelfth century, however, they received a strong re-inforcement -
of a people from the west of Asia, holding similar principles.
These were called Paulicians, from their attachmentto the writings
of the Apostle Paul. They had their rise in the seventh century,
through the medium of one Constantine, of Manalis, in Armenia,
who, by the hand of a stranger, had received the four gospéls and
the epistles of Paul. Regarding his tenets, and those of his fol-
lowers, Mosheim says, ¢ It is evident they rejected the baptism-
of infants;”” and Dr. Allix says, ¢ They, with the Ma.mchaaans,
were Anabaptists, or rejecters of infant baptism.”

‘With regard to the inhabitants of the vallies, the Vaudois, or
Valdenses, we are told, by Dr. Waddington, that there is no direct
mention of them in history, before the twelfth century. But the
tradition of their early history is preserved by their enemies, as well
as friends. Reiner Saccho, an apostate from them, affirms, ¢ that
they are the most ancient sect, some say as old as Sylvester,
others, ‘of the apostles themselves.” Claudius Styssel, arch~
bishop of Turin, traces the origin of the Waldenses to a
person of the name of Leo, in the fourth century., Paul Perrin,
their historian, asserts, ¢ That the Waldenses were time out of
mind in Italy and Dalmatia, and were the offspring of the Nova-
tianists, who were persecuted and driven from Rome, about
A. D, 400; and who for purity of communion were called Puri-
tans.”* Here, then, by the tradition of both friends and foes,
their origin is traced to the first Dissenters from the church at
Rome, the Novatianists. Novatian was a presbyter of Rome,
who contended strenuously for purity of communion, and affirmed,
that all who apostatised from the faith for fear of death, should not
be received into the church again till they were re-baptized. Hence
he was called an Anabaptist or rebaptizer. The church at Rome
would not agree to this view, and Novatian withdrew, along ‘with-
those who were like-minded, and thus became the first Dissenters for
Christian purity of communion, we have on record, A. D.250. He
had a large church at Rome, and his followers were scattered’
through Italy, and all other parts of the Roman Empire. Donatus
and Montanus, in Africa, had adopted nearly similar views.’
Tertullian was a Montanist, and we find him opposing mfant
baptism, A.D. 200.

It is probable that infant baptism was introduced into the’
Catholic church about this time, arising from the interpretation of

#* Danvers on Baptism, p. 273, also quoted by Orchard.
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.our.Lord’s words, ¢ Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” Baptism in
water-then, not as an act of obedience, and a symbol of the puri-
fying of the Holy Spirit, but as an essential ingredient of salva-
tion, in itself considered, laid hold of the mind. Hence, when
any infant or minor was about o expire, in order to his salvation,
he was instantly sprinkled with water.* The healthy were
not baptized, but became catechumens, and were baptized at
different ages. Constantine was not baptized till near death..
The practice came on gradually. It was sanctioned by Cyprian
in 256, and by Augustine in 416, The first canon in Europe for
it was in 517, and the first law in 789. Tt then spread rapidly.t
If Novatian had baptized infants,—from the views he enter-
tained. of Christian purity of communion,—he must, we suppose,
have been under the necessity of baptizing all, or nearly all
those bahes he had immersed in infancy, over again, Of this,
however, we have no account, and, therefore, it seems reason-
able to conclude that he never baptized infants; and hence,
the general prevalence of Anti-psedobaptist sentiments among the
‘Waldenses and other ancient Nonconformists.
" Thus have we taken a hasty survey of the exhibition of Baptist
principles, under a variety of names, from nearly the apostolic
era to the present time, and have, we trust, shewn successfully,
that there have been those in all ‘ages who have sighed for purity
of communion, and have made baptism the line of demarcation
between the church aund the world. We conclude, that the Bap-
tists are a very ancient party, desirous ever to maintain purity of
Christian charaeter, and of apostolic institutions. In the present
day, we hear a great deal more than enough respecting apostolic
succession, and the virtue of the sacraments, as administered by
the hands of an apostolic successor. If the matter were worth
dispute, we might try to show, for argument’s sake, that the Baptists -
were pretty near akin to these suceessors; for supposing the church
of England to have attained this apostolic succession, through the
church of Rome, then, if the Baptists are the legitimate descendants
of the 1.\Tova.tianists, they must have it too. Nay, Novatian pos-
sessed it in a mouch purer state than Cranmer did, Again, if it is
actually in the church of England, why may it not be carried out of
her, as well as she carried it out of the church of Rome? Ifso,
# This was called clinical or sick-bed baptism.

t Robinson’s Hist. of Baptism,
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" then must the ordination imparted by Hanserd Knellys and Henry
Jessey, Baptist ministers,. originally ordained in the church, be
as purely apostolic as the ordination of Latimer and Ridley.*

But why dispute about a matter rendered nugatory by the. con-
tending parties themselves ®- Is it not the fact that the Evangelical
party in the Church, with all their apostolic ordination, are now
denounced by the self-called apostolicals, in their Tracts for the
Last Times, as the Antichrist of the New Testament, the man of
sin, the mystery of iniquity, the beast with seven heads and ten
horns, the scarlet-coloured strumpet of the Book of Revelation ?
If preaching the doctrines of grace then, by Baptist Noel, destroys
his apostolic succession, surely acting in direct opposition to all

- the morality of the New Testament, and selling the forgiveness of
sin for money, cannot preserve the apostolic succession, if they
ever had it, of an Alexander Borgia and a Leo the Tenth. But
enough, the hoax surely will not take in England. Men of sense
and principle, will expose its hollowness and craft to the light of
day, and even the comparatively uneducated masses of the people,
whose logical powers, are, generally speaking, tolerably clear, and
lead to a plain common sense conclusion, will perceive, and con-
clude at once, that the logic and theology of Oxford never would
have been so perverted, nor the spawn of ¢ young England” so nu-
merous, had there not been loaves and fishes connected with the
question. But, we must now take a brief view of the character of
the times in England, at the commeneement of our narrative, =

On the destruction of the Plantagenet dynasty, in the person of

Richard: the Third, at the battle of Bosworth, in 1485, the crown
of England was placed on the head of the first of the Tudors,
Henry the Seventh. By the circumstances in which this dynasty
were placed, their own sagacity and determination of character,
they, notwithstanding the external symbols of freedom, depressed
the kingdom nearly to a despotism.. This despotism, however,
in time begat a re-action in the minds of the people, including
some of the higher classes, who chiefly felt its weight. This
re-action commenced in the latter part of the reign of the lastof |
the dynasty, Queen Elizabeth. When the sceptre dropped into
the hands of the feebler Stuarts, the re-action rose, in time, to its. ¢

* The grand test of apostolic descent or succession, is not history, but cha~
racter—not ordination, however pure, but the actual possession of apostolic
faith, practice, spirit, and zeal. This has been the great aim of the Baptists*

Let them aim at it more and more, then when the question is decided at
the bar of the Eternal, we shall see who has the best claim.
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height. In the days of James the First, from 1603 to 1625, much
progress was'made. When his son Charles the First, at the age’
of twenty-five, ascended the throne, the Commons of England
would not vote the supplies he sought, without a redress of griev-
ances. This was the case in the three successive Parliaments of
the first four years of his reign. It is true, he granted, with great -
reluctance, the Petition of Right ; but, for eleven years afterwards,
he governed by his own will, withont Parliaments, and raised
supplies-in .oppesition to the will of the people and the Petition .of
Right, that he himself had agreed to. In the meantime,two great.
events occurred, the tridl of Hampden, and the wir with the
Scotch, on account of their refusal to have Episcopacy imposed en
them. Money was now wanted; a Parliamentwas called; griev-
ances, ‘instead of supplies, were presented. The Parlianient was
again digsolved. Charles, however, was in the greatest straits,
and:-he was ‘forced to call another.

This was the famous long Parliament. It met November 3rd,
1640. Tts-doings were awfully retributive. The Earl of Strafford
and Archbishop Liaud, the kings prime ministers and agents, were
condemned to die. Episcopacy was abolished ; and the Commons
demanded, for a time,the command of the army. ‘Charles refused;
a civil war :commenced in 1642, and ended in 1645, by the deci-
sive battle of Naseby, gained by the Parliament over the king.
Charles then-gurrendered himself to the Scotch army. That army
delivered him to the Parliament, chiefly composed of loyal Pres-
byterians. During four years he carried on, during his imprison-
ments, in-different places, negociations with all parties. These
failed. He fell, at length, into the hands of the army and the
republicans—attempted -escape—was tried by a High Court of
-Justiciary in Westminster Hall, was condemned, and beheaded
January 30, 1649. A second civil war had been attempted, on
his behalf, in the west of England and Seotland. By the genius,
hewever, of the great Oliver Cromwell, whose star was now in the
aseendant, it was speedily suppressed. Ireland also, was subdued
by him, and the attempt of young Charles to regain the throne of
his father, by the assistance of the Scotch, terminated in his com-

" . Plete-defeat, at Worcester, September 8rd, 1651. Cromwell now

wag raised to the highest honours and influence, both in the army
and in the council of state—was, in fact, the supreme Governor of
the Three Kingdoms.

With regard to the state of religion in the nation, the first
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phase of the Reformation took place under Henry the Eighth, in
1533 ; the second under his son, Edward the Sixth, in 1547; the
third under Elizabeth, in 1558. During her reign, two parties
grew up in the church, the High Church party and the Puritans.
This latter party was much depressed by Elizabeth, but it still
grew ; and in the end of her reign, and in the reigns of her suc~

cessors, James and Charles, it linked itself to the cause of Patriot-
" ism; and when Episcopacy was abolished, Presbyterianism, to
which the Puritans had leaned, gained the ascendancy in the
national churches. Some of the ministers, who had turned Inde-
pendents, were allowed to remain, and so also a few that were
Baptists.

Previously to this, the Baptists who had appeared in England,
were, in general, severely persecuted. They were so, under the
name of Wickliffites or Lollards, in the reign of Henry the Fourth
and Fifth; and also under Henry the Eighth. In the reign of
Edward the Sixth, Joan Boucher, or Joan of Kent, a person of
some property in that county, on account of distributing Bibles,
was brought by Cranmer to the stake, in opposition to the remon-
strances of the young king. In the reign of Elizabeth and James,
they also suffered much. Two of them were burnt at the stake in
1611, the year our present translation of the Bible was pubhshed
by Royal authority.

In the midst of all opposition, Dissent grew and multxphed
The first attempt at forming a Presbyterian church, was at
‘Wandsworth, Surrey, in 1572. The Independents began in 1580,
under the guidance of the eccentric Robert Brown, who formed a
church in Holland. Mr. John Smythe, originally a minister of
the Establishment, joined this church ; but he afterwards became
2 Raptist, formed a Baptist church in Holland, and died there,
some time about 1612. His successors, Messrs. Tho. Helwesse and
John Morton, together with their people, came over to London,
and settled there about 1615. This was the first General Baptist
church in England. In 1616, the first Independent church was
formed, by Mr. Henry Jacob, and out of this church, in 1633,
sprang the first Particular Baptist church in London. It metat
‘Wapping. Mr. John Spilsbury was its pastor.  Another se-

cession took place in 1639; and another church was formed at
" Crutched Friars, by Messrs. Green, and P, Hobson, and Captain
Spencer. Between 1639 and 1646, other five. churches were
formed in London, as in that year a confession was put forth, by
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what are termed ¢“the seven churches of London commonly, but,
‘unjustly, called Anabaptists,” It was addressed to the members of
Parliament. A French church, of the same faith and order, is
gaid also to have signed it,

The Baptists were divided into two bodies,—the General and
Particular,—the first holding General Redemption, with tenets
nearly akin to the modern Wesleyans; the other holding to Par-
ticular Redemption, or the Calviristic doctrines as expressed in the
articles of the church of England, and the Assembly’s catechism.
Both parties held the independence of particular churches, and the
baptism of professed believers by immersion. They rejected the
baptism of infants, though some, like the Saviour, took them up in
their arms and blessed them. They rejected singing in public wor-
ship, but some of them had lovefeasts and washed the saints’ feet.
-Some held the six prineiples referred to in Hebrew vi. 1—6. The
fourth of these, laying on of hands on admission into the church

- after being baptized, was much insisted on by some. Some were
open and others were strict communionists, Almost all held the
doctrine of the personal reign of Christ., There were, however,
among them but few physical force men. Venner,who was not a
Baptist, seems to have been the leader of the party. Such was
the general state of things, among the Baptists, when our narra-
tive begins.®
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Partiality fo'a particular theme,—Ours.—The North.—Its former
state.—~Its present.—The difference.—The Baptists.—Brough-
ton.—Cromwell’s officer.—Newcastle.—Mr. Gower.——Hexham,
—Mr. Tillam. 4

THERE is a tendency in writers of every class to over
estimate the theme on which they have chosen to dwell.
The philosopher is apt to magnify that portion of na-
.‘ture to which his studies are more particularly directed ; -
the novelist, the poet, and the biographer are in danger
of imputing qualities to their heroes, at least in point of
degree, that never belonged to them; and the historian
is disposed, for the sake of effect, not only unduly to ex-
alt the principal but even the subordinate characters of
his narrative; and with respect to that region of earth
which he wishes to illustrate, no portion of the globe,
in his esteem, can possibly be so interesting.
' A
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The North of England is the theme of our story, to-
gether with casting a side glance at what has transpired,
a little way, at least, to the north and the south. Were
we disposed to magnify the soil, to which our tale has a
reference, we should be inclined to say, that few spots,
in Britain, are so truly classical as the debatable land
lying on the borders of England and Scotland. From
Neville’s Cross, near the banks of the Wear, to Ban-
nock Burn, on the banks of the Forth, scarcely Greece
itself can present such themes for the historic muse, or
-even the enchanting pen of the novelist. This portion

" of our country was anciently the scourge of, not only the
warrior, but the moss-trooper and the freebooter. Alter-
nately in the hand of one party or another, the inhabi-
tant scarcely could say he had a country or a home.
The Seot, with all the ferocity, not only of a feudal, but
of a barbaric, or even a savage age—either as the dupe

- .:of a distant foreign ally, or undex the instigation of pri-

vate revenge, crossed his river or his mountain bound-
ary, to gratify his fortive and his bloody passions. His
neighbour also, the stern and muscular and equally fo-
rious Saxon, the sentinel of the border, was not a whit-
behind him in his thirst for blood and rapine. )

But we have lived to see other days. The descend-
ants of the ferocious Scot and of the furious Saxon of
the debatable land, can now meet as brothers. The
peaceful scenery of descriptive prophecy is fulfilled in
them. Their agricultural societies on either border—
the useful rivalry they exhibit in the increased value of
their soil and stock, prove, that the trade in war has
gone by, and that the deeds of their forefathers, if not
forgotten, are not imitated. The sword, according to
the beautiful language of prophetic poetry, has now
given way to the more useful ploughshare, and the spear
is converted into a pruning hook. They learn the art
of war no more, o
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1t is the object of the following pages to exhibit some-
thing, on a small scale, which has, in part, contributed
to this. Its design is to shew what the peaceful Gospel
of the Son of God has done, for at least a portion of the sons
of the north, leading them to hate the feuds of their ances-
tors, and to pursue those arts and employments which
are adapted to make a world happy. It is, however,
not the object of the narrative to affirm, that all that has
been accomplished in this way, has been eﬁ'«;c?ed by the
Baptists. Noj; far from this; other Christian parties
have had their share, as well as they. But still, there
can be nothing immodest in affirming, that the Baptists
have attempted, and, in some degree, accomplished
their part, along with others, in this holy and useful
revolution. ‘

In pursiing the first period of our history, our object
is to trace, as far as we can ascertain it, either from
tradition or autheutic narrative, the origin of the three
oldest of the Baptist Churches in the North of England,
namely Broughton, Newcastle, and Hexham.

1648.—Broughton is a village lying about three miles
to the west of Cockermouth, in Cumberland. It lies
also af nearly an equal distance from Maryport, on the
-Irish Channel. Tt is situated in a beautifully level, yet

-slightly undulating and fertile country, having the sea
-on the one hand, and the bold and splendid scenery of
the lofty Cumberland and Westmorland mountains on

‘the other—the land of the lakes—the lake poets, of

Skiddaw and Helvellyn.

The origin of the Baptist Church in this village is
now hid in obscurity. Tradition, however, according
to the account of its late minister, (Mr. S. Ruston,)
places it in the year 1648. This year, the second civil
war was at its height. The Scotch army had entered
England, on the western border, under the Duke of

Hamilton. In the southern part of the kingdom, that
A2 ‘
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new war had been already suppressed, and Cromwell,
hastening northward, totally defeated Hamilton at Pres-.
ton, retook Berwick and Carlisle, and placed garrisons
in them. Cockermouth eastle, is said to have been also
besieged at this time, and would, in consequence, share
the fate of other places; it would be taken and garri-
soned. An officer of Cromwell’s army, probably in the
garrison, as was the custom of that time, spoke, it is
supposed, to the people in that neighbourhood, on the
subject of religion, and became useful to some of them.
The result, aecording to tradition, is, that a small reli-
gious society was established at Broughton. It is not.
said to what party the officer belonged. It is probable
he was a Baptist, although the Baptists did net become
numerous in the army till the following year. At all
events, the religious efforts of this officer are, tradition-
ally, said to be the origin of the. Baptist cause in this
place, and this is, at present, all we know of the matter.
Farther reference will be made to this eause in the
next chapter. In the mean time, we must repair east-
ward, to the banks of the Tyne.

1650.—On the north side of the river Tyne, and with-
in eight miles of the German ocean, stands the metropo-
lis of the north—the interesting town of Newecastle.
This town has long been distinguished by its commercial
. importance, being reckoned the third maritime station in
England. The extensive coal fields in its immediate
neighbourhood, and the equally extensive mines of lead,
&e., in the inland mountainous regions of Durham and
Northumberland, make its yearly exports very consi-
derable. Such has been its condition for centuries.

Lying on the great north road between Scotland and
England, Newcastle holds also a distinguished place in
the military annals of the country. Having a strong
fortification, and, from the extent and strength of its walls,
being capable of being stoutly defended, there were few
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war-like movernents, between the inhabitants of the nor-
thern and southern parts of the island, in which it .d.id not
participate. This was the case, particularly, during the
.ivil war between Charles the First and the Parliament.
It was to Newcastle that the monarch was conducted
by the Scotch army, under General Lesley, to whom he
had surrendered himself, at Newark, after the fatal battle
of Naseby, in 1645. On the departure of the northern
army, early in 1647, after having surrendered: the king
into the hands of the Parliament, the town was garri-
soned by the troops of the Parliamentary army.
It was sometime between this period and the year 1652,
that the Baptist Church in Newecastle was formed. As
however it is affirmed, on good authority, that there
_were few Baptists in the army before the king’s death,
it is a' likely circumstance that its formation took
place sometime after that event; probably somewhere
about the year 1650 or 1651. The Baptist church, at
Hexham, was formed in the year 1652; and in one of
_the letters sent by it 1o the church in Coleman-street,
London, referring to the church in Newecastle, it is
mentioned that it was, “the only church in these parts
in the possession of the faith before us.” It is also
farther asserted in the manuscript church-book, of the
society at Hexham, that “on the 16 of the 6 m.
(1652) Captain Simpson and Captain. Mason, with
Brother Blenkinsop, came to visit us, by orders from
the London and Newcastle churches ;—they hearing of

¢ The following extracts of a letter from Captain R. Deane, in
his letter to Dr. Barlow of Lincoln, evince the truth of this: ¢“In
that year (1649) did this epinion (believers’ baptism, &c.) spread
ifself into some of the regiments of horse and foot in the army;
and in 1650, some professing it, were called from their private em-
ployments, and promoted to command at sea. Among others,
Captain Mildmay, to command the Admiral flag ship, under the
late Duke of Albemarle, when he Vévas one of the Generals at sea:

A
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‘our constitution and condition, sweetly and lovingly,
owned us as their brethren.” This is the only authen-
tic date, so far as is known, of the Baptist church, now
meeting at Tuthill-stairs, Newcastle. ;
From the mention of the names of the above officers,
it seems a likely circumstance that the chief promoters
of the cause in this town were officers in the army.
This we know, with certainty, was the case at that time,
with many of the towns in the three kingdoms. This
will hereafter be seen to have been the case with
the Baplist Churches in Scotland. Major, or Colonel, '
Hobson was closely connected with the Church at New-
castle. There is a strong probability, that this was the
Mr. Paul Hobson, who was one of the founders of the
Baptist Church at Crutched Friars, London, and who
is affirmed to have preached at Moorfields, after being
released from prison. A mazrriage record, hereafter in-

Captain Park, to command the flag ship under Sir Geo. Ascue,
rear Admiral: and Sir John Harman, to command the Admiral
flag ship, under his Royal Highness the Duke of York. But not-
withstanding this sect had that countenance given them, yet, in
general, as they published in apologies, they were the least
of any sort of people—that were concerned in any vicissitudes -
of government that happened amongst us. And although after |
1649 there numbers did increase, insomuch that the principal offi-
cers in different regiments of horse and foot became Baptists, par-
ticularly in Oliver Cromwell’s own regiment, when he was General
of all the Parliament’s forces, and in the Duke of Albemarle’s, when
he was General of all the English forces in Scotland; yet, by the *
bestinformation I could have, there were not before that time, twenty
Baptists in any sort of command in the whole army. And until
the year 1648, there were no moré than two: namely, Mr. Lau-
rance and Mr. John Fiennes, son of Lord Say, who made profes-
sion of this opinion, chosen into the House of Commons, and both
of these did that year, in the life-time of king Charles 1st, as I
haveibeen credibly informed, voluntarily depart from that parlia~
ment, as not approving of their proceedings against the person of
the king.”
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troduced, as connected with the church at Hexham, has:
for its first witness, the signature of P. Hobson.

A person of the name of Thomas Gower, or Goare,
is represented as the first minister of the church at
Newecastle. Of him we know nothing previously, un-
less he is the individual of the same name,; whose sig-
nature is attached to the Baptist confession of faith, of
the seven churches in London, formerly referred to. It
is probable though no military title is ever ,append-
ed to his name, that he was in some way or other
connected with the army stationed at Newcastle. Of
his character, so far as We know it, we shall have oc-
casion hereafter to speak. Meantime, we shall turn our
attention to the rise of the church at Hexham.

1651.—Thé town of Hexham, so interesting in the
historic records of the Baptist denomination in the North
of England, lies about twenty miles west of Newecastle,
and about a mile below the confluence of the North and
South Tyne. The vale of Hexham is said to be pecu-
liarly striking and beautiful, the air mild, and the nur-
series, gardens, shrubberies, and woods, numerous and -
flourishing. The exertions of industry keep pace with
the encouragement afforded by nature, and it is justly
said, that in the vale of Hexhaiwn, its harvests are the
earliest, its trees have the richest foliage, and its land-
scape is the most diversified and interesting of any in
Northumberland. ‘ .

‘Hexham is also distinguished for the antiquity and
beauty of its Abbey, or Cathedral. This was erected in ,
673, by St. Wilfred, Archbishop of York. Two other
churches, St. Mary’s and St. Peter’s, were erected by
him about the same time. . 8t. Mary’s was the parish
chureh, but its remains are nearly completely oblitera-
ted; St. Peter’s are entirely so. Tn 1130, the cure of
the parish returned to the Abbey. The living is a per-
petual curacy. A lectureship was established in the
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church, in 1628, by the Mercers’ company of London,
pursuant to the will and bequest of Mr. Richard Fish-
borne, dated March 30, 1625.

We have given these minute particulars of this inter-
esting town, owmg to the circumstance that the first
Baptist minister in it held the lectureshlp belonging
to the Abbey; the duties of which he performed, and
the salary of which he received. The messuage and
the orchard, purchased by Mr. Fishborne’s legacies,
would likewise be possessed by him. :

-The name of this individual was Mr, Thomas Tllla.m
“ a messenger,” as he styles himself, “ of one of the seven
churches in London.”+ He appears to have been origi-
nally a Catholic, and had travelléd on the continent, but
afterwards seems to have been converted to the Protest-
ant faith, and to have united himself with the Baptists.
He was selected by the church to which he belong-
ed, to be a minister of the gospel, as he gives him-
self the designation of “minister.” The nature of his
work may be known from what is said of another
individual, who lived at the same period in Ireland,
namely, Mr. Thomas Patient. Of him, it is affirmed,
that he had, by the Baptist church in Dublin, “been
appointed an Evangelist, to preach up and down in the
country.” Such appears to have been the work of
Mr. Tillam. :

* The places where these seven churches met are not specified.
The following is the nearest approximation the writer can make,
selected from references to the London churches at that time, by
Crosby and Ivimey, namely,—Wapping, formed 1633 ; Mr. Spils-
bury: Crutched Friars, 1639; Messrs. Green, Paul Hobson and
Captain Spencer : Fleet-street, 1641; Mr. Praise- God Barbone:
Spittle, Bishopgate-street; Mr. Edward Barber: Coleman-street,
1645; Mr. Lamb: Great St. Helen’s, 1645; Mr. H. Knollys: South-
wark, Deadman’s Lane, 1621 ; Mr. Howe, John Canne: French
church, Dennis-le-Berbice;
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We are not informed to what church Mr. Tillam ori-
ginally belonged, or by what church he was first appointed
to ministerial labour; but when he came to Hexham, he
was married, and Mrs. Tillam is said to have been a
member of the church in Cheshire, probably Hill Cliffe,
as afterwards noticed ; and we find also, that Mr. Til-
lam soon after he came to Hexham, went to Cheshire to
itinerate for a short time. From these considerations,
it seems probable that Mrs. Tillam was a natiye of Che-
shire, and that he himself had, before his coming to
Hexham, been a resident in that county, and had
preached the gospel there.

It was the church in Coleman-street, London, then

" under the care of Messrs. Hanserd Knollys, John Perry,
‘and William Howard, that sent Mr. Tillam, as their
Messenger, to Hexham. This they were induced to do,
in consequence of the appointment of a Parliamentary
Commission, in order to the propagation of the gospelin
the four northern counties. Who these commissioners
were, we are not told, but Mr. Vavasor Powell, a Bap~
tist minister, was commissioned along with others, by
. parliament, to make inquiries respecting the state of re-
ligion in Wales. The effects of this Welsh Commission
proving beneficial, similar commissions were appointed
for other parts of the kingdom, where religious destitu-
tion was particularly felt. An application appears to
-have been made on behalf of the north, and as there was
an endowed lectureship at Hexham, adapted to the sup-
port of a minister, the Commission resolved to send one
thither. The endowment, as already stated, was in the
gift of the Mercers’ company of London ; and, as it is not
improbable, that some both of the Commissioners and
of the Mercers’ company were Baptists, so, Mr. Tillam,
as the Messenger of the church in London to which he
belonged, was sent, on the important errand, of attempt-
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ing to enlighten a part of the North of England, in the
knowledge of the principles of the New Testament.

The state of religion in the North at this time, and
especially in the neighbourhood of Hexham, may be un-
derstood from the following petition sent to- parliament,
by Mr. George Lilburne, Mayor of Sunderland.—To
all Christian people, to whom these presents shall come,
know that we are a people in that our parish of Mugles-
wicke who have been destitute of a preaching minister;
yea, ever since any of us, that now are breathing, were
borne, to our souls griefe and dreadful hazard of destruc-
tion: neither is it our case alone, but also ten or twelve
parishes all adjoining, are, in like manner, void of the
means of salvation.” They then refer to the death of
their minister, in 1640, and their earnestly beseeching
the prebends of Durham that they might, once more,
have the “fruition of a faithful minister.” ‘Being told
that one John Duery would be their minister, they af-
firm, when we heard this « We besought, with all oir
souls, to be exempted of that Duery, because we knew

him to be no preacher, and his life and conversation

scandalous.”— Seeing us unwilling to accept of him, he
gave over.” The place then became vacant for twelve
months, and they found a minister for themselves; sup-
posed to be Mr. William Boyce, a Presbyterian. ‘And
no sooner,” they continue, “found we one to whom our
minds affected, but immediately those prebends doe im-
pose one Braidley upon us, a bird brought out of the
nest of their own bosomes, who (we may say, without
sinne,) is one of the most deboist among the sonnes of
men, for he will neither preach himself nor permit
others.” They then go on to say, that “he locked -the
church door, so, that on the Sabbath, their minister had:
to preach to them in the cold frost and snow.” <At
other times,” say they, ¢ before he comes into the church,
whilst our minister was in his exhortation, and stood up
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beside him, reading with a loud voyce in a ‘book to over-
top the sound of his words: afterwards. pulled him by
‘the coate, when hee was in- the pulpit: but when neither
of these would cause him to desist from duty, he goes
and rings the bels all aloud: neither is this all, but out
of malice cals a communion and enters upon, the sa-
cred action, without any preparation sermon, before
the day.”

Hexham, in all probability, was one of the ten or
twelve adjoining parishes referred to, in the above peti-
tion, that were void of the means of salvation. This ap-
pears to be the case, from what is said in the letter from
the Baptist church in that town to the church in Coleman-
street, London. Referring to the coming of Mr. Tillam
among them, and the effects produced by it, they say,
“And now was the time determined by the Father for the
revealing of his will to us poor creatures; and the dawn-
ings of the glory of the Lord arose upon us; even upon us
did light brake, who were a people sitting under gross
darkness, even under the shadow of death.” It was on
the 27th December, 1651, that Mr. Tillam took up his
abode at Hexham, and such was the effect of his coming,
that in seven months a church was formed, consisting of
sixteen members. This took place on the 21st July,
1652, and on the 25th of the same month, they, to use
Mr. Tillam’s own words, “Joyfully celebrated the Lord’s
Supper, John Thirlwell being desired (for proofe) to sup-
ply the place of deacon, and the church began a stock,
putting it into his hands.”*

* The following is Mr. Tillam’s first entry:—
In the name of the Lord Christ,

I came to Hexham the 27th day of ye 10 month 1651, and so
wonderfully hath God appeared, in this dark corner, that upon the -
21st day of the fifth month (that is the seventh month following)
after serious consideration, and some gospel preparation, a living
temple hegan of these living stones.
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The church of Christ
Hexbam .

Thomas Tillam, Minister and Messenger of one of the seven
churches in London, did administer the holy ordinance of Baptisme
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

Under 4th principle (Heb. vi. 2. laying on of hands)
5 m. 21st John Thirlwell 1 Susanna Thirwell 1
Richard Orde 2 Marye Carre 2
&c. &c. down to 11 &c. &ec. down to 5

These solemnly giving up themselves to the Lord and one an-
other, to walke in communion together, with submission to all the
ordinances of the gospel, I, Thos. Tillam, espoused to one husband,
hoping I shall present them as a chaste virgin to Christ, with all,
that in sincerity of heart, have, through the mighty power of God,
or, shall be, joyned to them.
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CHAPTER IL

" Broughton.—Independent Church at Cockermouth,—Messrs. Thos.
and George Larkhams.—Mr. Wilkinson.—Newecastle.—Hex-
ham.—Letters to and from Coleman-street.—Hanserd Knollys.
—TFeuds begun.—Cheshire Revivals.—Henry Angus.—The
False Jew. ) ' ) o

1652.—The first movement towards the formatlon of
a church at Broughton has been already alluded to.
Who the officer in Cromwell’s ‘army was who made
. that movement, we know not, nor yet when he left, nor
what was the full result of his labours. It is probable,
however, that he was useful to a few of the people in
the neighbourhood, who might form a nucleus for others
to gather around, when a more permanent teacher could
be procured. He laboured, however, and « others entered
into his labours.”

The only authentic information that we have, of the
state of religion in this quarter, is from the archives of
the Independent church, at Cockermouth. The following
is the account given of the formation of that church:—

" “The foundation of this particular church waslaid in
the town of Cockermouth, the day and year mentioned
in the margent (October 2, 1651,) through the instiga-
tion of Mx. Thomas Larkham, pastor of the church of
Christ, at Tavistock; Devon, a blessed instrument in
promoting and furthering so good a worke. The foun-
dation stones (i. e. the first stones of this house of God ;
1 Timothy iii. 15,) were these seven poor unworthy ones,
George Larkham, George Benson, Roger Fieldhouse,

- Thomas Blethwaite, John Woods, Richard Bowes, and

Thomas Jackson.. These seven, after solemn invocation
o B
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of God, and mutual satisfaction in each other, agreed in -

the ensuing humble confession and engagement.” Here

. follows a long confession, &c., of which the following is
a part,—“Further, we do owne these practices of bap-
tizing the children of covenant believers, and of singing
of Psalms, though we do not judge that those that are
dark as to these practices, are therefore to be excluded
from our communion.”

Mr. Thomas Larkham, of Tavistock, was father of
Mr. George Larkham, of Cockermouth, both ministers
of the state church, in the time of the Commonwealth,
and both eminently pious, zealous, and useful men. As
it appears to have been common at that time, as evinced:
in the case of Mr. Tillam, at Hexham, for those who held
Congregational or Independent principles, to form a dis-
tinet church of those in their congregations that appeared
to be true belivers, so it is probable the elder Mr. Lark-
ham had acted on this principle, and had induced his
highly promising son, now in the twenty-third year of
his age, when he settled at Cockermouth, to do the same.

The seven persons above named were not Baptists,
but quite disposed to act on the open communion princi-
ple. This circumstance leads us to suppose that there
were persons in their own neighbourhood that held
Baptist sentimeats, and who, in their esteem, were not
unlikely to join their communion. One or two other
entries in the church book at Cockermouth, may throw
some further light on this point.

From .October, 1651, to January, 1652, the church
had become so numerous that they thought of dividing,
and having a branch on each side of the Derwent—one

" at Cockermouth, and one at Broughton; hence the fol- -
lowing entry,—“The 28th Jan. The church thinking
of branching (or rather swarming) forth into two congre-
gations, one on the one side of Derwent, and the other on
the other-side,” ¢ They thought it meet to make choice
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of another deacon. John Bowman, of Brouvhton, was
unanimously chosen.”

It is evident from the following entry, that Baptist -

principles had been in the nelghbourhood and had by
the middle of the year 1652, been embraced by a consi-
derable number of the members of the congregation at
Broughton. “The 16th July, in the year 1652, there
was a solemn meeting of both churches, viz., #hzs of
Cockermouth, and another, called the church of Brough-
ton, in the public meeting place, at Brigham, when they
jointly, humbly, besought the Lord to unite their spirits
in love, they differing in judgment in the point of Peedo-
baptism: which church (Broughton) began to be general-
ly shaken, most of them inclining to Quakerism! as by
their long letter, 1654, to us (Cockermouth) kept among
other letters by us, may and doth appear.”

From this time, for about two years, religious conten-
tion appears to have extended its baleful influence in
the country generally, and had made great havock in
the church at Broughton. This is clear from another
entry, May, 1654, “ The 16th of the fourth month, 1654,
that deluge of errors that had overflown the country,
and had quite shattered to pieces the other congrega-
tion about Broughton, only some few of the people have
come to land! ‘and kept together in communion!! John
Wilkinson, the Pastor of that Church, departed with
most of the people, to the Quakers, to his great shame
and infamy. The Lord at last convinced him of his
sin. Amen. Amen. Amen.” -

From the whole of the above entries we seem war-

ranted to draw the following conclusions respecting the

church at Broughton. 1. That the Baptists in the

neighbonrhood had either joined the church at Cocker-

mouth before its division into two congregations, or had,

after the division, joined the church at Broughton, as in

less than half a year, Baptistz principles had chiefly pre-
B




16 __HISTORY OF THE BAPTIST CHURCHES

vailed among the Broughton people. 2. A Mr. John -
Wilkinson had become the pastor at Broughton. He
was probably by this time a Baptist. Having, for a
time, become a Quaker, we find the following reference
to him taken from the preface to Backas’s works; by W.

Penn: “John Wilkinson, of Cockermouth, formerly a
very zealous and able independent minister.” He
may be regarded as the first minister of the church at
Broughton, after the officer alluded to. 3. The church,
for two or three years, had got into a very unsettled
condition, the greater portion leaving with their pastor
and going to Quakerism. 4. They, at length, arrived at
a more healthy state, under the same pastor, on his
penitence and return, But we must now again proceed
across the island from the western to the eastern coast.

There are no distinct records of the church at New-
castle at this period. The only information that we
have, of its character and transactions, is to be found in
the details of the early history of the church of Hexham.
Both churches, at that time, came into disagreeable col-
lision, owing to certain differences subsisting between
their respective pastors. These differences will here-
after be noticed, and, in the meantime, we shall advert to
the progress of the cause at Hexham, under the zealous
guidance of its first minister.

During the remainder of year, 1652, eighteen persons
‘more were added, by Mr, Tillam, to the church, the
total number of which, at the termination of the year,
was thirty-six. Several individuals, belonging to cer-
tain London churches, are said to have had communion
with the Hexham brethren during the year, among
whom we find the name of “ Brother Holmes, minister
of Bywell, and a member of a church in London.”

On the fourth of December this year, the church at
Hexham wrote a letter of grateful acknowledgement to
the church in Coleman-street, London, for having sent



IN THE NORTH OF ENGLAND. - 17

Mr. Tillam among them. It is written in the style of
the apostolic age. We shall give a short extract:

¢ To the church of Christ walking in communion, with
the Reverend and Dearly beloved in the Lord Mr: Han-
serd Knollys, in London.x
"« Grace be into you, and peace from God and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

“Beloved of God, as it is just cause of holy rejoicing
before the Lord, when saints heare that Sion prospers,
and that many are made partakers of the like pretious
faith with themselves, so wee know and are persuaded
in the Lord that it will be the ioy of your spirits, when,
by these or letters, you shall understand yt the word of
the Lord weh sounded out from you is come unto us, not
in word only, but in power, wherein through riches of .
grace we stand, and rejoyce under it wt joy unspeakable
and full of glory: For this cause therefore wee are
bound to thanke God always on yr behalf as it is meet:
for your debtors verily wee are, for wtsoever appearances
of God are risen uppon us, since yt yr faithful messen-
ger, and now our dearly beloved brother, in the Lord,
Mr. Thomas Tillam, (whom wee love in ye truth, and
very highly esteem for his work sake,) has been emi-
nently instrumental in carrying on the Lord’s worke
amongst us : but that yrhearts may ye more affectionately

* This church is said to have metin Coleman-street, under the
care of Mr. Hanserd Knollys, &c., and which probably intimates
that the place of meeting was towards the front of the Street, as there
was another church in Coleman-street, in Swan’s-alley, under the
care of Mr. Henry Jessey. The writer supposed in the first in-
stance they were one church, but is now persuaded they were
two. 1. Because the signatures of the elders are always different.
2. The one church is always addressed as “in Coleman-street,”
~ and the other “in Swan’s-alley, Coleman-street.’”> 3. A declaration
" of the churches in London, at this period, has the church under Mr.
Hanserd Knollys distinct form that under Mr. Henry Jessey.

B3
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be drawne out to admire ye riches of the father’s love to
. usward, wee desire to show of orselves wht manner of
ertering your gospel had in unto us and ye blessed
success wherewith it hath been accompanied from ye
first day untill now. This is ye 12 month since provi-
dence first directed Mr, Thomas Tillam into these pts,
where, by the encouragement of the commissioners, au-
thorised by prlamt, for propagating ye gospel in ye 4
northern counties, and by the importunity (especially of
some of them) the Lord was pleased to open a doore,
effectual, for his preaching ye lecture established heare
-at Hexham, by the honble society of Mercers in London.

and the Lord being pleased to be found of
them yt scarcely asked after him and in yt place where
it was said, these are not a people, are wee (through
grace, wherein wee stand) become the people of God.”
— They then state their sufferings from Atheists
and Papists, of whom, many; they affirm, “swarm” in
these parts, but ““their sorest and chiefest trial” they
say, “sprang from those in the ministry, probably the
Presbyterian ministers in the Church, one of whom had
in the parish house preached against believers’ bap-
tism.” “Though cast down,” they farther state, “ they
are not destroyed,” and wish the church in London to
“reach unto them the right hand of fellowship.”

On the 20th December, 1652, Mr. John Thirlwell al-
ready mentioned as under “proofe,” or trial, for the dea-
conate was duly elected as deacon, and a young person,
named Edward or Edmund Hickhorngill, was ordained
as a minister of the gospel, or evangelist, and appointed
the messenger of the church at Hexham, to visit their
Christian brethren, holding Baptist principles in Scot-
Jand. We shall presently have occasion to advert to
this individual, and to the state of the Baptist cause in
the northern part of the island.
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- 1653.—On the ninth day of the eleventh month, 1652,
according to the reckoning at that time, but according to
more modern calculation, the 9th January, 1663, the .
church in London sent a reply to the letter, sent by
the church at Hexham. In this epistle, they express
their gratitude for their faith and love by the preaching
of the gospel, sounded from themselves, by “that mes-
senger of the Lord, and dearly beloved brother, Mr.
Thomas Tillam, sent unto them.”

“Now therefore,” they say, “ ‘beloved brethren, we, the -
elders and brethren, with the whole of the church be-
ing assembled with one accord, doe owne you in the
Lord to be a yisible constituted church of God, who are
made partakers with us, in one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, and heareupon we doe give unto you the right
hand of fellowship, in token of our communion with you
in the faith and order of the gospel, &c.” This letteris
signed Hanserd Knollys,» John Perry, John Buttinant,
‘Wm. Spier, Henry Parkpointe, Wm. Jennings, Theo-
dore Jennings, Benedict Hunt, Will. Howard, John
Amiger.

‘In the beginning of March, the church at Hexham
wrote to the church in London, soliciting them to allow
Mr. Tillam, to whom they refer in the most affectionate
terms, to become their pastor. They say, “although as
a general officer he hath laboured amidst us, yet our
hearts’ desires are for a nearer interest in him, if by the
will of God, this grace may be ministered unto us, by |
you.” Every church, it would appear, at that period,
seems to have claimed a special right in its members

* Mr. Hanserd Knollys was born in 1598: he was originally 2
minister of the establishment, but became a Baptist in 1636. He
was forced to flee at different times to Europe and America. He
supported himself by teaching; lived to a great age in very
troublesome times ; died full of joy, in 1691, aged 93, and was
buried in Bunhill Fields, London.
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and the ministers it ordained, so that none of these,
without their sanction, could unite with any other church,
either as members, ministers, or pastors. When a pas-
tor then was wanted by ‘any church, application was
made, not to the minister himself, but tothe church with
whom he was connected, and if he did anything with-
out their concurrence, he was either suspended, or dis-
owned.
To the above request, the church in Coleman-street
replied,—*“ We have taken into consideration your de-
sire in reference to Mr, Tillam, as the Lord shall direct
us. When our brother went ouf from us, we judged,
from the little knowledge we had of him, that the Lord
had enriched him with some spiritual gifts, &e., and
thereupon we give him onr letter of recommendation,
and sent him forth to preach the gospel and to baptize
them that believe, and to set them in an orderly way ;
but as to our approbation, that he should be given up to
“you as your pastor, or elder, it more concerns you than
us, you having more knowledge, &ec., of his qualifica-
tions, whether these answer those scriptures, 1 Tim. iii.
2, 3, &ec., Titus 1. 6, 7, &e. If the Lord shall make the
way clear, we hope we shall be one with you. We de-
sire that we may hear thereof from you and him, espe-
pecially when our Brother Tillam hath given us an
answer to our letter, concerning our judgment of the
‘charges of our brethren of Newcastle against. him, and
his answers thereto, &e.—W. Howard, Jo. Perry.”
Circumstances, however, so transpired that Mr. Tillam
never became pastor.x *
The good cause still however continued to advance in
this place. On the 19th March, three females were
* Thus, so early as the st of March, 1653, did the feuds begin
between Mr. Goare and Mr. Tillam, and went on increasing, till

1655, when Mr. Tillam appears to have withdrawn from the
church.
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baptized. One Chas. Bond, 2 member of Dr. Chamber-

lain’s church, London, was admitted to communion, on
the 3rd of April; and on the same day, a member,
named John Hudspeth, was excluded; and Mr. Tillam
also, at this time, was solemnly commended to the grace
of God, (like Paul, when he left Antioch,) in proceeding
to Cheshire, on a missionary or evangelistical tour. It
is called “the worke in Cheshire;” and it is said that
. “the church sent their deacon with their minister, (‘like
John, surnamed Mark, with Paul’) in much love, by
which many were added to the church in Cheshire.”
‘When this church was formed in this county, we are not
told; but from its being called #ke church in Cheshire,
we may conclude that it was the only church in the
whole county at that time.x

On the return of Mr. Tillam and the deacon from their
mission, it said that “it caused greate joy to the church
of Hexham.” Another of the members, Mr. Stephen
Anderton, at this time was set apart to the ministry,
and he, with Mr. Tillam, appears to have been very
useful to many persons in the neighbourhood. “Many
pretious souls,” they say, “fly as a cloud and as doves
to their windows.”

On the 14th May, this same year, 16563, nine persons
“were baptized and added to the church. Among these
we find the names of Henry and Mary Angus. Mention
is made of these particularly, as being the ancestors of
the numerous family of the name of Angus, in the North
of England and elsewhere ; many of whom, as will ap-
pear In the sequel, have been very useful as connecled
with the cause of Christ. We mean no foolish flattery
to any of them. Some of them have not turned out well,

* This was probably the ancient church at Hill Cliffe, in this
county, near to- Warrington, Lancashire, and was likely, from
this, sometimes called the church at Warrington, Of this church
Mr. Looe was pastor in 1689.—See Chap. 1V,
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but, says God himself, “ honour to whom honour is due.”
Mr. Henry Angus is said to have lived at the Raw
House, the name of a farm house about six miles south-
east of Hexham, and lying between Broomhaugh and
Broomley, where there are now, (1845,) two Baptist
Chapels, chiefly erected by the descendants of Mr. An-
gus, and where the successors of the Baptist church at
Hexham, assemble to worship the same God, and at-
tend to the same ordinances as did their ancestors.

Mr. Angus is said to have been descended from a
family that had fled from Scotland at the period of the
Reformation. That great event, as in other places, was
keenly opposed in that country. The name of Beaton,
owing to this, is, in Scottish church history, doomed to
immortal infamy. James Beaton, Archishop of Saint
Andrew’s, on February 28, 1528, brought to the stake,
the youthful, learned, pious, and high-bred Patrick Ha-

. milton: and his nephew and successor, Cardinal David
Beaton, not only succeeded in bringing the zealous,
amiable, and truly excellent George Wishart, the in-
strument of the conversion of John Knox, to the stake,
2nd March, 15646, but actually from the windows of his
castle feasted his eyes, by beholding his mortal agonies;
and his ears, by listening to his dying groans.»

It was about this time, we are told by tradition,
that the grandfather, or rather the great grandfather, of

* The persecution of the Cardinal began in 1543, at Perth, when
five men and one female suffered death, because they wonld not pray
to the virgin Mary. The latter, after having being newly delivered
of a child, exhorted her husband to die like a Christian. After this,
the Cardinal pursued his bloody employment through the counties
of Angus, Mearns, and other places, till about three months after,
on the 29th May, 1546, he himself was assassinated by the Lesleys
and others, to revenge the death of Wishart. His body was exhi-
bited by them to the populace of St. Andrew’s, from the very win-
dow whenee he had, with pleasure, surveyed the fiery tortures of -
‘Wishart. ' ’
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Mr. Henry Angus, left his native land and directed his
steps to Northumberland, to obtain that shelter from
persecution, in a foreign country, that he could not find
in his own. This would be somewhere about a century
before his great grandson Henry became a Baptist
and, consequently, he himself must have been but a very
young man at that time. From what part of Scotland
he came, there is no accurate information. - Tradition
says, it was that county north of the Tay, that bore
- the name of Angus formerly, and now goes by the/name
of Forfar. This may, or may not, have been the case.
So far, however, as the writer knows, there is no clan
of Angus; and the nameisa common one both in the
north and the south of the island. In Scotland, it is
frequently found as (what is called).a christian name.x
A very singunlar incident occurred in the church af
Hexham, at this time. It is noted in the following
terms, in the church book :—* The 4th m. 4th day, 1653,
a child of the divell came from Rome to ruine this
church, and with great subtilty made a most glorious

* The following appears to be the most likely descent of this
family, so far as it can be traced. Mr. Henry Angus, above men~
tion, had two brothers, Willidm and George, both skinners, and
freemen of the town of Newcastle. Their father’s name was
George, who lived at the Raw House likewise. The father of
Georgeis supposed to be Alexander Angus, as there was an ancient
record in the family of an Alexander Angus heing married to
a Miss Taylor. The father of Alexander was probably Richard
Angus, farmer, at Dilston, whose will has been lately found at
Durham, dated 1603. Supposing this person 80 years of age at
this date, he would at the period of the Cardinal’s death, in 1546,
he inhis 23rd year. It isprobable then that he may have been the
patriarch of the family. If so, Alexander may have been born about
1560, George about 1590, and Henry probably between 1620 and
1630, as his brother William became a freeman of Newcastle, in
1652. He was probably werging on his 30th year when baptized,
and supposing him to have lived till his 70th year, he would die
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confession of Christx pretending that he had been a -
Jew, and that his name was Joseph Ben Israel. After
his declaration in the parish house, he was baptized, but
the Holy One of Israel, or gratious protectr, brought the
hellish imposture to light before he had any church com-
munion. Ever blessed be his glorious name, for this
greate deliverance!” . ’
Nothing more of this remarkable circumstance was
known, till a small pamphlet, published at the time,
was met with a few years ago, by the writer. It is en-
titled « A false Jew, or a wonderful discovery of a Scot
baptized at London for a Christian, circumcised at Rome
to.act as a Jew, rebaptized at Hexham as a Believer,
but found out at Newcastle to be a Cheat.” The work
is referred to at different times, by Palmer, in his His-
tory of Nonconformity. If is said by him to be the joint

" about 1690, ten years after the birth of his grandson Jonathan,
afterwards of Panshields. His brother William had no issue.
His brother George had two sons, Thomas and John, both of Sty-
ford. He himself had three sons and one dau.ghter, whose issue
we shall have occasion to refer to bereafter.

Some have supposed this family copnected with the Earls of
Angus, but there is nothing, either historical or traditional, to con-
firm this idea. The honour of the family is not that of being sprang
from either noble or royal blood, but from Christian confessors or
martyrs. They can therefore say, with Cowper,—

¢ My boast is, not that I deduce my birth,
From loins enthron’d, or rulers of the earth;
But higher far, my proud pretensions rise,
The son of parents pass’d into the skies.”

* The confession is long; we can, therefore, only give abnef
account of it, and some short extracts.

¢¢ Men, brethren, and fathers,—my purpose is to declare unto
this congregation, first, my descent and edueation; and secondly,
the greate worke of my conversion.”” With regard to his birth,
he says, he was a Jew of the tribe of Judah, and born at Mantua,
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‘production of Dr. Samuel Hammond, of St. Nicholas’
church, Newecastle-on-Tyne; of Mr. Thomas Wild, of
St. Mary’s, Gateshead, (both ejected in 1662); a.nd
other ministers in the neighbourhood.— Val. Z. p. 492,
and Vol. I1. p. 267.

‘Mr. Tillam, after the baptism of the professed Jew,
had published a small tract relating the circumstance,
and containing the confession the prelender had made.
This diffased the knowledge of the matter jabroad,
and the ministers of Newecastle, above-named, and Mr.
William Durant, of Al Hallows, of the same town, af--

in Italy. He had been taught eight languages, and had become
acquainted with the views of Plato, &c., respecting the Trinity.
He had compared these, and those of the New Testament, with
the Jewish scriptures, and found a considerably similarity, parti-
cularly in the word Elohim (Gods) being connected with a singular
verb, and the expressions ¢Let us make man,” &ec. He also
alluded to the impressions made on his mind by the prophecies of
the Messiah, as fulfilled in Christ, &e. After his first convictions,
however, he had had several relapses to Judaism; but, at length,
was fully confirmed in the truth. He, however, had disapproved of
the several Christian parties he had tried. He had found nothing
among the Catholics but the most horrible idolatry; and among
the Lutherans in Germany, nothing but consubstantiation; and
among the Calvinists of Hesse, nothing but organs and wicked
"lives. At length he had to come to England, and there he found
Christ to the exceeding joy of his soul. “As,” said he, ‘““the Lord
Jesus has commanded his people to attend to ordinances, I,
therefore, conceived myself to be called to arise and be baptized.”
He then concludes thus, “I do here avow thee, Lord Jesus, my
true Saviour ;—1I rejoice 'in thy church and people—thy precious
saints, who thus do walk through thy grace, according tothy will
and holy commands. Do thou, therefore, convey the grace of or-
dinances into my heart, that I may live to the honour of thy name,
as becometh thy servant waiting for thy coming. So come, Lord
Jesus, and tarry not. Barach adonay egalani vanged Amen ve
Amen,”~—R. Josephus B. Israel, Heb. Mantua.
This took place in the Parish House, Hexham, 5 dav,*i month
1653
C
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terwards a Congregationalist, together with Mr. Cuth-
bert Sidenham, suspecting it was a person with whom
they had been previously acquainted—probably by his
calling on them, in the first instance, before going
among the Baptists—engaged a friend of theirs, who
had been deluded by him, to write to him, inviting him
to Newcastle, to clear himself of certain forgeries that
had been laid to his charge.

" The pretended Jew obeyed the summons, and on the
21st of June, seventeen days after his confession and
. Baptism, came to Newcastle, accompanied by Mr. Til- .
lam and several of the members of the Baptist church
at Hexham. He then went to the house of his quondam
friend, who immediately sent for the above ministers
and two other individuals, one, the master of the vessel
in which the Jew had lately sailed from Hamburgh, and
the other a fellow passenger. These parties then iden-
tified his person, although, it is said, “ he was divested
of his periwig.” They affirmed, that they had come
with him from Hamburgh to Shields, in April last.
This took place in the house of Alderman George Daw-
son, whither all the parties had repaired, for the purpose

of the identification.

On the same day, the master of the vessel gave evi-
dence, “on oath,” before Henry Dawson, esq., Mayor of
Newcastle. In doing so, he affirmed, that the person
accused had been placed on board his vessel, by the
sympathy of a countryman, who had relieved him in the
midst of his difficulties, During the voyage, he had been
sick, and confessed that he had been under the Pope as a
Benedictine Friar. His conscience, however, having ac-
cused him, he had made his escape. He had also affirm-
ed, that there were many Jesuits in England, as well as
in China. He, himself, he said, had been employed as
‘one, and the more effectually to conceal his designs, he
was to earry on the business of a tailor. The master
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stated, he had, during the voyage, called himself
Thomas Horsley.

To all these statements, the accused acceded, but Mr.
Tillam intimated, that he was of opinion, that the pre-
sent prosecution was the result of envy, and if “ his dear
brother in Christ,” had joined the party to which the
plaintiffs belonged, they never would have attempted to
- blacken his character as they were now doing.

To this they replied, that owing to several ¢ircum-
stances, they had suspected him before he had joined
Mr. Tillam. These were,—his perfeet knowledge of the
English langnage; his leaving Newcastle and going to
Col. Hobson, without giving any intimation to them,
after they had hospitably entertained him ; his intimate
acquaintance with a certain family in Newecastle; and
lastly, and especially, from two letters which they had
seen in the possession of a person resident in Newcastle.
Both of these letters were from a Mrs. Ramsay, wife
of Dr. Ramsay, in Scotland. One of them was address-

ed to the person who held the letters, and the other to
- the pretended Jew, in which she calls herself, Zés mother;
" and states that his father had seen a letter from him,
under the assumed name of Thomas Horsley.

The pretended Rabbi, aided by his friend Mr. Tillam,
attempted, with much ingenuity, to defend himself on the
first three of these points ; but all his special pleading
only tended unalterably to confirm his accusers in the
idea that he was, as they affirmed, “ a perfect cheat.”

On the fourth count, however, they gained a complete -
triumph. He could make no reply to them ; but calling
Mr. Tillam aside, he acknowledged to him, that he was
not. a Jew, but the son of Dr. Alexander Ramsay, at
present a physician in Scotland. At another meeting,
he disclosed the whole fruth to the prosecutors, and said,
he was born in London, of Scottish parentage, and had

lived with his father sixteen years. He then went to an
c2
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uncle’s in Glasgow for education, and continued there one
year; and after remaining in Edinburgh another year,
he went through Germany to Rome, where he was one .
year in a Dominican Cloister, and another in the college
of the Jesuits. He was then sent, with the personal
benediction of the Pope, on a special mission to Germany
and England. Here, be was to close with the Anabap-
tists, as the prevailing party; and with this view he
had gone to Col. Hobson, who wished him to exercise
in a public meeting; but he had only told some stories
of the Rabbins, and made some reflexions on the present
translation of the Scriptures. The Colonel then recom-
mended him to go to Mr. Tillam at Hexham, who had
not only baptised him, but would have him to partake
of the Lord’s Supper, but at that, he said, his conscience
had revolted.

On making this confession, young Ramsay was sent
to London, with the evidence against him, to the Lord
General (Cromwell,) and the Council of State. No do-
cument, however, has as yet come to light, to inform us
what ultimately became of him.x

* The whole of this narrative may, perhaps, be affirmed to be
more entertaining than instructive. It is, indeed, in perfect keep-
ing with-the character of the times, but after all, throws on them
but little light, to those previously acquainted with them. It was
truly the age of espionage, imposture, and duplicity. The amount
of the story itself, only shews us some of the vagaries and extrava-
gances of an eccentric youth, who was respectably connected, and
probably well educated, both mentally and morally, but who seems,
in his early days, at least, to have been much more attached to a
restless and wandering existence, than to one more in harmony
with the comforts of home, respectability, and usefulness,

It was on the trial of Ramsay, that Mr. Tillam avowed himself
to have been formerly a Caiholic, and to have travglled on the
Continent. As to the part he took in the affair, it was evidently
one much more of zeal than prudence; this, however, he at length
discovered, and it is worthy of notice that it was never brought
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as a charge afterwards against him, in the midst of all the bitter-
ness entertained towards him by Mr. Gower, of Newecastle.

As to the conduct of the ministers of Newcastle, &ec., who in-
terested themselves in the matter, whatever degree of d.lsa.ppomted
spleen, as Mr. Tillam suggested, they might have shown on the
occasion, they yet acted an upright part to society, and a kind and
faithful part to the young man, by bringing hls guilty and fooligh
imposture to light, -
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CHAPTER III.

Btokesley Revival—Mr. Kaye—Muggleswick Revival—Baptists
in Scotland—The army—General Monk—General Lilburne—
Mr. Hickhorngill—Mr. Stackhouse—Church at Leith—Letters-
—Churches in Scotland, &ec,—Baptists and Presbyterians— .
Letters to General Lilburne—ULilburne’s history—Baptists, in
the army, leave Scotland.

1653.—About a fortnight after the affair of the Jew,
in Newcastle, Mr. Tillam was called to a scene of la-
bour, much adapted to animate his spirits, after his
disappointment in that matter. This was Stokesley,
in Yorkshire, a small town, neat, clean, and interest-
ly situated, at the base of the Hambleton Hills, and
on the skirts of the romantic and beautiful vale of
Cleveland. It lies about twelve miles from Stockton-
on-Tees. . o

Baptist principles, at this stirring period, had found
their way to the above-named place. A Mr. William
Kaye was then, as is affirmed in the archives of the
church at Hexham, the minister of Stokesley. Whether
or no he was the minister of the established church here,
we are not informed. Be this, however, as it might, he
and nineteen of his members bad invited Mr. Tillam to
come from Hexham, and baptize them. Mr. Tillam
cheerfully obeyed the summons, and he, with seven of the
members of the church at Hexham, on the 3rd of July,
proceeded to Stokesley, and there immersed, in the Divine
name, Mr. Kaye and his nineteen friends. This, Mr.
Tillam calls “a’greate worke,” and “a worke of wonder,
calling for our high praises.” Expressions these, which
indicate a deep interest in the cause of God, and a lively
sense of gratitude, that he had been honoured by en-
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gaging init. Neither pastors nor Christian. churches,
can be useful to their fellow beings without this state of

- tmind. Affection is-an. active principle, and delights in
exercise, The kindliest Christian emotion now subsisted
between the ministers, and the churches, at Hexham
and Stokesley; and that emotion shewed itself in a de-
sire, on the part, particularly of the latter people, to
correspond with those who had helped them on their
way, in doing what they regarded. as the will of God.
Mr. Kaye and his people wrote to Mr. Tillam and the
church. under his care, an excellent letter, expressing
their sympathy with them, and particularly with Mr.
Tillam himself, in the midst of all his personal trials.
“Christ,” say they, “must have his cross carried, and
none more fit than we to beare it.” - It is such a feeling
as this, that enables any minister, or Christian, “to fill
up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ, for
his body’s sake, which is the church.” May all the
churches of the saints cherish such: a truly Christian
emotion ! '

A revival of Religion in one place often leads to a
revival in another. The church at Hexham was greatly
invigorated by what had taken place at Stokesley. At
Muggleswick, also, a village lying about twelve miles
south-east of Hexham, eight persons, living in the vil-
lage, or neighbourhood, wate baptized. These had all

“been ignorant, either of the way of salvation, or of the
spiritual nature of Christ’s kingdom ; and, doubtless, Mr.
Tillam and his friends must have been greatly delighted.
The event seems to have excited considerable attention
in the vicinity, as numbers of persons had assembled
together, to sce the newly-made converts immersed in
water, probably in the Derwent, whose stream,_on its
‘deeplyindented and picturesque banks, passes the village.
Three Peedobaptist ministers, among others, had assem-

~bled to witness the scene, and to assist each other in
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_ holding a disputation on the subject of baptism. The -

scene was altogether novel, as it is a circumstance in no-
way questionable, that professed believers ‘had never

~ been baptlzed by immersion, in that nelghbourhood at

least since the days of Austin, the first Poplsh mission-
ary from Rome, or some of his successors.in the dark
ages. Who these ministers were, we are not told; but
as the names of old Duery, Braidley, and Boyce ocecur,
persons formerly alluded to, and all living at this time,
at Muggleswick, or the neighbourhood,—these three
might have assembled to witness the strange sight. But
as-the two former seem to have been very ignorant per-
sonages, and as there appears to have been little commmu-
nication between them and Mr. Boyce, (the interloping
Presbyterian, as he was called,) so it seems not impro-
bable that Mr. Boyce, similarly to what happened a
century afterwards in the vicinity of Hexham, had invited
two other Presbyterians to combat the redoubtable Ana-
baptist minister, Mr. Tillam, lately come from London.

The disputation began. Mr. Tillam triumphed. Six
persons, on the spot, owned the fact, by requesting to be'
baptized. “Mr. Tillam,” they affirmed, “had trium-
phed by a more correct exhibition of the truth.” These
parties were baptized, and added to the Baptist church
at Hexham. Circumstances of the greatest consequence
to the cause arose from this theident. .

A spirit of friendly intercourse between the different
Baptist churches existing at this period, began now to
shew itself. A correspondence that we have in the manu-
seript-record of the church at Hexham, throws farther
light on this matter. This record refers to several let-
ters that had passed between that church and certain
messengers they had sent to visit the churches in Scot-
land, and also to letters between one of the churches
there and the church at Hexham.

Owing to the Scoteh nation having espoused the cause
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of Charles the Second, Cromwell led the forces of the
Commonwealth into that country ; and, after gaining the
battles of Dunbar and Worcester, reduced the kingdom,
incorporating it with the Commonwealth of England ; af=
ter which General Monk was sent with a small army to
hold it in subjection. In this army there were many Bap-
tists who were very zealous in supporting and extending
" their principles. This zeal was increased, when Monk
left the army, to command the fleet against the Dutch, in
the beginning of 1653, leaving Major General Robert
Lilburne in command of the troops in Scotland. General
Lilburne himself was a Baptist, and gave to the Baptists
every facility to promote their peculiar views of Divine
truth, and any Baptist minister from England, who
visited Scotland at this time, met with his warm regards
and especial protection.

‘We have an instance of this, in his treatment of the
messenger of the church at Hexham, Mr. Edward Hick-
horngill, already mentioned. The general’s head quar-
ters were at Dalkeith, about six miles south of Edin-
burgh. Young Hickhorngill repaired thither, and was
kindly welcomed by the commander-in-chief. He was
invited by him to become a chaplain in the army.
Owing, however, to a change in his views, regarding
taking a salary for ministerial employment, he declined,
but with a view to his being religiously useful in the
army, he became a lieutenant in the regiment of Colenel
Daniel, stationed at St. Johnston, or Perth. Mr. Hick-
horngill wrote a number of letters, but we omit them, as
they chiefly have regard to the above matters.
~ The general was still anxious to employ gifted bre-
thren, as chaplains in the army, and requested Mr.
Hickhorngill, in corresponding with his friends at-Hex-
ham, to solicit any one, capable of the service, to come as
soon as possible, to become his own chaplain. The rea-
son of his urgency was,  That there were diverse honest
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Scoteh people that longed to be gathered into the same
gospel order with themselves, but they wanted a faith-
ful pastor.” : '

To this request the church at Hexham immediately
responded, by sending one of their brethren, a Mr. Tho-
mas Stackhouse, to be their messenger; bearing with
him a general recommendation to any of the churches
he might visit. Mr. Stackhouse went to the com-
mander, who kindly received him; and he was equally
welcomed by his Baptist brethren in general, in the
different places he visited. .

At Leith, the port of Edinburgh, a Baptist church had
been formed ; composed, in all likelihood, of a portion of
the detachment of the army stationed there, and some of
the inhabitants. Mr. Stackhouse visited this church,
and was treated, as he mentions in his letter to the
church at Hexham, “in a most brotherly manner.”
Having ministered among them for a short time, he re-
turned to Hexham, bearing with him a letter from the
church at Leith, to the brethren on the banks of the
Tyne, of which the following is an extract:

¢ ¢ ¢ * Beloved brethren, we are delighted to hear of
that eminent work of God, which hath sprung up amongst you in
those parts, in that he is pleased to add unto his church daily such
as shall be saved, and to make you or any of you instruments in
his hands to gather together the outcasts of Israel, and to hring
poor souls out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of his.
dear Son. * * He hath said the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established, &e. '

* * & & Dear brethren, we trust your eyes have beheld the
outgoings of God in these things, and do hope your hearts are
made alive, in some measure, to the consideration of it, and, like-
wise, are made willing to wait upon the Lord in all obedience, and
%0, we entreat you, not to be weary in well-doing, for the expecta-
tion of the poor shall never be forgotten.

¢ Now brethren we commend you to God and the word of his
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grace, &c. Your faithful brethren in the faith and fellowship of
the gospel.

Signed in the name and by the ap- JOHN CARLILE.
pointment of the church at Leith,
THOMAS POWELL.”

3rd month 25th day.

Mr. Stackhouse appears, very soon after this, to have
returned to Scotland. He, probably, had eome back to
Hexham to settle his affairs there, and again returned,
either to be chaplain to the general, or to take ¢harge
of the church at Leith; or, it may be, to combine both
relations in his own person. In writing history, where
our information is scanty, and we are furnished only
with leading particulars, we are led to fill up the outline
by conjectures the most probable. On his return, what-
ever was its object, Mr. Stackhouse carried with him the
following letter, to the church at Leith, in answer to
theirs sent by him:

¢ To the Beloved Spouse of the Lord Christ walking in the
blessed order of the Gospel, at Leith in Scotland.

¢ Precious brethren, in the endeared bowels of unfeigned love,
we desire to breathe our salutations into your bosoms, as those
who have had rich experience of your heavenly frame of mind in
your Christian embraces of those members of the body who by
Providence have been cast among you; and especially, of your
saint-like conduct unto, and tender regard of, this our dearly belov-
ed brother, Mr. Tho. Stackhouse, in whose gospel-like visit we
have been greatly refreshed, as also by the fair salutes from you
our much-honoured sister church. We glory in the service where-
in you have employed him, for ye enlargement of the borders of
or Lord Jesus ; whom we heartily bless for his supporting grace in
these shaking, revolting times, preserving this our beloved Bro-
ther steadfast in the faith, and now we return him to yor lovely
-communion, in the unspotted robes of Christ’s righteousness; hum-
bly begging of God that a thousand-fold may be repaid into yr bo-
somes for those Christian encouragements which from you have
greatly cheered the spirits of
Yr faithful and affectionate

Brethren in ye gospel.”
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In these letters, passing between the churches of Leith
and Hexham, as well as between the Baptist churches
in general, at this period, we perceive how much they
wished to cherish towards each other the feeling of
Christian affection. This was right; but the propriety
of the language they employed may be questionable.
It was an imitation, and, in part, a use of the language
of the New Testament. Considering the time in which
they lived, and the circumstances in which they were
placed, this was not surprising. The Bible was but
partially circulated throughout the country. It had
long been altogether suppressed. Forty years had
scarcely elapsed since the translation under King James
had been made, and come into general use. It is not
wonderful then, that in the epistolary correspondence of
the age, especially among those who wished to come in
all things as near to the scripture model as they possibly
could, there should be a considerable use and imitation .
of the language of the first Christians, in their inter-
course with one another, In reviewing this, however,
at the distance of two hundred years, we are apt to
think the use of scripture language is somewhat immo-
derate, and the imitation of their endearing expressions

a little too luscious, reminding us frequently of the su- -

per-politeness of some in modern times—a language that
savours more of affectation and hypocrisy, than of the
truth, and the genuine simplicity of nature. The simple
language of nature, without the affectation of simplicity,
is the language of truth, and consequently much more
acceptable to Gcd, and useful to man, than the imitation
of the language of others, however sacred that language
may be.

With regard to the church at Leith, little more is
known of it than what is found in the archives
of the church at Hexham. The only other reference
that has as yet been found regarding it, is im a preface



IN THE NORTH OF ENGLAND. 37

to a fourth edition, published at Leith, of the Confession
of Faith of the Baptists, originally published in 1646,
already mentioned. The preface is dated, “Leith the
10th of first month, vulgarly called March, 1652-3,
and signed in the name and by the appointment of the
church of Christ, meeting at Leith and Edinburgh, by
Thomas Spencer, Abraham Holmes, Thomas Powell,
John Brady.”s

In many, if not all, of the garrisons and military sta-
tions throughout Scotland at that time, the views-of the
kingdom of Christ, held by the Baptists, made a consi-
derable impression. Like the Methodistic and dissent-
ing soldiers of modern times, as well as those in the
early ages of Christianity, the soldiers in the army of
the Commonwealth, who held Baptist sentiments, were
zealous to diffuse the principles of their faith; from the
deep conviction that they were intimately connected
with the honour and truth of Christianity, as well as
the salvation of the souls of men. Hence we are told,
that many persons, at this time, were immersed in the
water of Leith, which passes Edinburgh on the North,
and falls into the Frith of Forth, at the town of Leith.
Among these, it is stated, was Lady Wallace of Craigie.
At Cupar, in Fife, too, where there was a troop station-
ed, a certain individual of the name of Brown, probably
the chaplain of the troop, preached the gospel, and
baptized several of the regiment in the river Eden.t So
far back also as October, 1651, it is affirmed, that at a
ministers’ meeting in Edinburgh, some of the assisting
elders ventured to give it as their opinion, that children
should not receive the sacrament of baptism till they
could give a confession of their faith. Some ministers

¢ See Rippon’s Register, 2nd Vol., page 361; and New Evan.
‘Magazine, 10th Vol., page 210.
+ Lamont’s Chronicles of Fife, as quoted in the circular of the
Baptist Union of Scotland, for 1843.
D
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also, are said to have embraced these views. = Alexan=-
der Cornwall, of Linlithgow, and Thomas Charteris, of
Stenhouse, baptized, it is said, old people, maintained
Anabaptism, and would not baptize infants.»

At Dalkeith, also, the head quarters of the army, and
residence of the General, there can be little deubt
that a society of Baptists would be formed; as the
General desired Mr. Hickhorngill to announce to the
church at Hexham, as already stated, that there were:
several honest Scotch people, that wished to have a
pastor, and to attend to the order of the gospel. This
appears also to have been the case at Perth. 1na post-
seript to one of Mr. Hickhorngill’s letters, we have the
following intimation: “I am at present Lieut. to Capt.
Gascoigne, in Col. Daniel’s regiment, in this garrison of
Johnston’s, disposed hither, by my old friend, Col. Lil-
burne, it being the first vacancy in Scotland after
ye resignation of my chaplain’y employment. The bre-
thren here, at Johnston’s, are in good health, and would
be glad to hear ye same of you, and of the presence of
the Lord with you. 8% Joknsow's, 7 ber. —863.”

There is a letter from Edward Limbrough, one of the
members of the church at Hexham, dated Jadburt,
doubtless Jedburgh, in Roxburghshire, Scotland. In
this letter he complains of being in a state of spiritual

~ barrenness and deadness, owing to his want of the means
of grace he had formerly enjoyed with his Christian
brethren. He also affirms, that his lot was “ecast in
those parts where there are no visible saints, but in the
midst of a ruggéd generation, being led by their priests,
who bear rule over them by their power, and the people
* delight to have it soe. But I hope their folly will be
made manifest by the day.” Mr. Limbrough does not
state the object of his sojourn in Scotland, or who sent

* See Johnston’s Circular Letter of the Baptist Union of
Scotland, . s
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him thither, but only, that he had been sent there by
Providence. His hopes, however, that the benighted
Scotch Presbyterians would see the folly of the priest-
craft by which they were bound, by the light shining
around them, may refer, if not to his publicly attempting
to preach the gospel among them, yet to his private in-
structions relative to Christian institutions, and the
nature of the kingdom of the Saviour in the world.

The army that Cromwell left in Scotland, under the
command of General Monk, was but 6000 men, but it
was filled with-what the historians of that period called
fanaties. Cromwell is said to have done this as a
check on General Monk, whom he treated with all the
eaution of distrust. Hence, we find it said, that *“this
body of troops committed to him, was composed of the
most restless and most fanatic of the army. He was
aware of Monk’s aversion to these gentry, and knowing

. also the degree to which Monk was suspected by them,
he calculated that they would watch each other.” Ina
note on this sentiment we find the following remark:
“The fact was, the army in Scotland had been already
filled with these people by Lilburne, a fanatic Anabap-

- tist, who had been left in command there.,”* This note
is not correct: The command of Lilburne was after Monk
had been installed Commander-in-chief in Scotland,
and it was only during the absence of Monk, for about
twelve months, in consequence of the Dutch war, that Lil-
burne held the command. This was in 1653 and the
early part of 16564, the period to which our narrative
has particular reference. Lilburne then could only be

. said to have invited their increase; and abetted their
zeal. In this, no doubt, as a Baptist himself, he acted
conscientiously. In one of the letters of Mr. Hiekhorn-

* See memoirs of George Monk, duke of Albemarle, from the
French of M. Guizot, translated and edited with additional notes

and illustrations, by the Hon. J. Stuart Wortley. Page 76,
D2
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gill, we find him referring to his having been often soli-
cited to take the charge of the church at Leith, “by the
chief of them, as Major Holmes, Major Edw. Harrison,”
&c. This Major Holmes, is most probably, the Abra-
ham Holmes, whose name is appended to the confession
of faith, published at Leith, referred to above. A Major
Holman, or Holmes, is said to be major of Monk’s
regiment.x This evinces that the church at Leith,
was chiefly, if nof entlrely, composed of the English
soldiery.

Some excesses of zeal, on the part of the Baptists in
the army and their chaplams, are represented as hav-
ing been checked by General Monk, on resuming his
command, in 1654. They are mentioned as “having
driven the Presbyterian clergy from their churches and
pulpits,” and otherwise behaving rudely towards them,
in the exercise of their religious duties.+ This. re-
presentation, though probably over-charged, as-the
Preshyterians, bloated with national and religious anti-
pathy, were the bitter enemies of the Anabaptists, as
they called them, and General Monk was not their
friend, had, in all probability, a degree of truth in it. In
the bosom of the English soldier, even though under the
influence of religion, there would, doubtless, be the re-
mains of national prejudice, mingled with a portion of
the contempt which the conqueror feels for the con~
quered. The ardent zeal also, of men but newly con-
verted to opinions which they deemed more pure, more
splntual and more truly seriptural and Christian, than
those held by the ignorant and priest-ridden members
- of the religious estabhshments, on both sides of the
Tweed, might tempt them to use language and perform
deeds, which, in their cooler moments,on a calm and
enlarged view of their own principles, they might have
been disposed altogether to condemn. Their principles,

¢ See Guizot as above, page 84. + See also pags 77.
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indeed, were incompatible, not only with persecution,
but with the false position they then occupied as sol-
diers; and this they were taught, at no distant day, by
the iron hand of Cromwell. He that taketh the sword
is in danger, sooner or later, of being injured by it.

‘But to return to our narrative. The messengers of
the church at Hexham continued in Scotland, and main-
tained a friendly correspondence with those they had
left. In a letter to his brethren on the Tyne, Mr. Stack-~
‘house laments, in feeling terms, the defection of his
brother, Mr. Edward Hickhorngill, from his religious
principles. On hearing this, the church at Hexham
wrote an epistle, full of tender and kind admonition, to
Hickhorngill, which produced the effect of bringing him,
apparently, to a sincere repentance, as evinced in a let-
ter to the church at Hexham, in September, 1653.

There is an allusion to the apostacy of this young
man,in the following letter, sent by the Hexham people
to General Lilburne, by Mr. Stackhouse, in the previous
month of June:

¢ T'o the right Honble Major General Lilburne, Commander in
Chief, Scotland, these present, Dalkeith.

“HONOURED ST,

¢ It hath been matter of great ioy and consolation. to our
spirits, ever since we heard of ye glorious appearances of the di-
vine nature in you, which manifests itself thorow your love which
you have to all saints, and partxcula.rly towards us. We desire
‘to admire the goodness of our God in it, that we, who are less
than the least of all saints, should have favour given us, in yr eyes,
whom God hath so highly honoured, and sett in a place of such
eminency. Whiles yt or sometimes precious (but now deluded) bro-
ther, Mr. Edd. Hickorngill, continued his stedfastness; Oh how
welcome were his letters to us, and caused many thanksgivings by
us unto our God, in yr behalf; when, in them, was made known
unto us, ye interest yau were pleased to vouchsafe him in your fa-
vour, and not only him, but even this whole church. For whom
we not only give thanks, but alsg for our Brother Charles Bond,

D
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whose bowels you have sweetly refreshed, taking (him) (as we, ‘
heare) into a family’relation to you. But most especially, that
we be not tedious unto you, wee desire, with all thankfulnesse, to.
acknowledge your continuing love to us, in your courtenus and re-
spective entertainment, of ye bearer hereof, or dearly beloved Bro-
ther, Mr. Thomas Stackhouse, who upon his return to us made
known, y* sweet and gracious deportment toward him, and yr lov-
ing invitation of him that he would come unto you. We have
therefore (having first sought ye face of or Father thorow prayer
being assembled in one (place) with or consent, sent him, and by
this our epistle commend him unto you, and desire, you would own
him, as one, whom we have in high repute, for the gracious ap-
pearances of Gnd which we have seen in him, and of whom we
" have this confidence, that he will approve himself both to God and
his people, such an one as we would. Now ye Father of mercies,
and God of or comforts, who hath given us so great consolation
thorow yr bowells of love, return into yor bosome sevenfold, that
you may be comforted of God, in what hour soever you shall stand
most need of it; and this confidence have we in our King, thai
since he hath promised that he will not let a cup of cold water
given to one that belongs to him, goe unrewarded, surely he will
not forget those refreshings wherewith you have exceedingly made
glad the spirits of those who cease not to make mention of yr Honr.
in their prayers.*
Edward Browell, Henry Angas,
Michael Aydon, Tho. Tillam,
John Orde, Stephen Anderton,
John Thirlwall, Tho. Ogle,
Richard Orde, John Carnaby.”

* Major General Robert Lilburne was the elder son of Richard Lilburne,
* Esq., of Thickley Punchardon, in the neighbourhood of Bishop Auckland.
He was born at his father’s estate, in 1613. During the great civil war, he
took part with the Parliament, and held an important station in the army.
In the year 1647, he was appointed governor of Newecastle-upon-Tyne, and
in the end of the following year he sat as one of the judges on the trial of
the King, and was one of those who signed the warrant for his execution.
It is probable, that soon after this, he became a Baptist. As mentioned, on
the removal of Monk and Deane to the Fleet, he was invested with the chief
command in Scotland, in 1653, In 1654, he was elected, along with his rela-
tive George Lilburne, of Sunderland, to represent the county of Durham.
In the last year of the Commonwealth, 1659, he represented Malton. On the
Restoration, he was tried as a regicide, and offered no defence. He was
banished to the island of St. Nicholas, near Plymouth, where he died, in
1665, in the 52nd year of his age. His brother John, famous for his turbu-
lent existence, died in the year 1657,

From the chureh of
Christ assembled at
Hexham, 224 D of
ye 4 month, 1653.
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In the preceeding narrative of the Baptists in Scot-
land, at this period, we have attempted to bring into
a focus, all the information we can find in the archives
of the church at Hexham, together with the other feeble
glimmering of light to be found in other quarters, tend-
ing to illustrate it. The period of the sojourn of the Eng-
lish army in Scotland, was from September, 1650, after
the battle of Dunbar, till they left Edinburgh, on the
18th November, 1659, and passed the Tweed at Cold-
stream, 1st January, 1660, led by Monk, to the re-esta-
blishment of the Stuart family on the throne of Britain.
From 1653, the period of our narrative, to their leaving
the Scottish soil, the Baptists in the army would, doubt-
less, to the utmost of their power, exert themselves to
propagate their principles. Monk, ‘indeed, did all he
could fo repress them. All that Presbyterian zeal and
literature could effect against them, was put forth,

_under the guidance of the distinguished Dr. Samuel

Rutherford, Hugh Binning, and others; but they still
persevered. We have scarcely any account, however,
of the extent of their success, but the Baptists in and
around Edinburgh are said to have promoted “a peti-
tion for universal toleration to all Scots, except Papists
and prelatists.” This was in 1659, the last year they
were in the country. As no traces of Baptist churches
are to be found in the annals of Scottish ecclesiastical
history at this time, or long afterwards, it is probable
that but a very partial impression had been made on
the natives of the country, relative to the embracing of
Baptist principles.
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CHAPTER IV..

Correspondence between Baptist Churches.—Letter from Cole-
man-street.—From the Western Association..—From Swan-
alley.—Mr., Henry Jessey.—Marriage Record.—Troubles at
Hexham and Newcastle.— Letter to Swan-alley.—-To Leomin-
ster,— Mr. Tillam goes to London and Cheshire.—Letter from
Mr. Tillam.— From Warrington ; Hill Cliffe.—Letters.— New-
castle and Hexham.—Elizabeth Heslop.—Letter to Sir Thomas
Liddell; Lady Liddell.—~Troubles.—Mr. Tillam leaves Hex-
ham.—His Works.—Character.: —Mr Gower.

1653.—By the middle of the year 1653, in conse-
quence of the dispersion of the army.of the Com-
monwealth throughout England, Wales, Ireland, and
Scotland, Baptist principles were considerably diffused,
and attempts were made to maintain a close communi-
cation between the different churches, however widely
scattered.

It was with a view to this .object, that the church
in Coleman-street, under Mr. Hanserd Knollys, of
which church Mr. Tillam had been the messenger and
evangelist to the north; the church in Swan-alley,
under Mr. Henry Jessey; and the church in Black-
friars, under Mr. John Simpson; unitedly sent a letter
to the church at Hexham, inviting them fo greater in-
timacy and brotherly communion. An immediate an-
swer to this letter does not appear to have been sent;
but the receipt of the letter had been acknowledged by
Mr. Tillam, in a letter he wrote on the 26th July, to
Mr. Tombes, of Bewdley, in Herefordshire. Oun the 3rd
of September, a letter was sent to the church in Cole-
man-street, under Mr. Knollys, to which they had a
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reply, dated the 27th of the same month, which throws
some light on the subjects of controversy between the
churches of Newcastle and Hexham. From this letter
we give the following extract:—

¢ o o ¢ e Beloved brethren, these may also give you to -
understand yt we read yor letter, dated the 3d of this instant, yt
which was very wellcome to us, not only for hearing of your
affairs in ye appearance of ye Lord amongst you, for ye which we
have cause to rejoice in of God, and give thanks to or father; as it
is meet for us so to doe, because we hear of the groth of y"faith
and that your love to each other aboundeth, wee desire allso to
glory in or God, for the patience and faith in all the persecutions
and tribulations that you doe and have endured yt you might be
counted, through grace, worthy of the kingdom of Geod, for which
you suffer, being not ashamed of the testimony of the Lord Jesus,
you therefore are partakers of ye afflictions of ye gospel.

¢“We rejoiced allso, in yt you endeavoured to answer those par-
ticalar objections, that ot brethren at Newcastle had against you,
that thereby, if ye Lord please, we may allso endeavour to satisfie
them, To that end, we have written a letter o them, wherein,
we have given to them a copy of ye answers for their ob_]ecnons,
in ye which, we are satisfied. Only this, we see no clear rule,
nor example for ye presenting of little children in or arms to Christ
for a blessing, though it be, we confess our dutie to pray for them,
yt the Lord would bless them, - But in your expressions, wee un-
derstand that, through grace, you would not goe beyond rule nor
come short therein, which gives occasion to hope, that you will
goe no further therein than rule will lead yon unto. And then, we
doubt not, but we and or brethren, shall be one with you.

¢¢ As concerning the ministry by which many of us, through grace,
have been converted, and if so, let us bless God for it, whoever he
was pleased to make instrumental therein, and leave them to stand
or fall to their Master. 'We speak this the rather, that this might
remove, and not cause discord amongst brethren, because we are
not much concerned in it, whether they are the ministers of Christ
or noe.

¢“But as to our brother Kaye, whom, as we understand, being
chosen by mutual consentof the church of Xt, according to the order
of the gospel, to be their minister, being fitted by the Lord thereto,
we dare not but owne him as a minister of Xt, and so will our
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brethren allso, wee hope, at Newcastle, if they see no clear ground
to the contrary. -

¢ As for singing of Psalms, with the world, that is, with the mul-
titude where you meete, that as you have borne testimony against
it, so you would shune the appearance of it, from ye first to ye last.
‘We write it to take off all occasions of offence, yt through grace,
you yt have received grace from Xt, may so walke in him, that you
may be perfectly joyned togeather, in one mind and in one judg-
ment, according to the mind of Xt. yt yon may be at peace among
yourselves, and then, the God of peace, will be wt you. Wehave
desired in or letters to or brethren at Newcastle, yt they would
give you a meeting, and, that you would speak togeather face to
face, and the like, we shall earnestly desire of you to give them a
meeting; and if so, we desire that nothing be done through strife
or vain glory, but in all lowliness of mind, each esteeming other
better than themselves, and let this mind be in you, yt was in Je-
sus Xt, 2 Phil. vi. 7, 8, and wee doe yt more earnestly intreat you
to have some conference with them yt, if the will of the Lord be,
you may remove all difference and divisions amongst -you, that
every high thing in any of you, that exalteth itself agst the know-
ledge of God, may be cast downe, and that all may be brought into
captivity to ye obedience of Xt, yt Xt may be all and in all to you
and amongst you.*

1t hath pleased the Lord, we hope, to put into the heart of the
churches of London, that there might be more knowledge taken of
all the churches of Christ in ye nation, whereby they may ye better
know, how to owne them, and demeane themselves to each otherup-
on all oceasions, confirming their love to each other, that they may
serve one another in love, as becometh saints, and, therefore, it
would much sadden or spirits if there should be any occasion, given
or taken, amongst you, yt you might not be upon the hearts of the
churches in owning you as other churches. Butif the Lord please
to make us one, we hope it will be much refreshing, and rejoice
our spirits. We would allso advise you, if you think meete, yt our

® A meeting had already taken place on 16th of 6 mo. (Aug.) probably the
result of the letter sent from the church at Coleman-street to the chuich at
Newcastle, as referred to in the above letter. Hence, it is said to have taken
place by orderof the London and Newcastle churches. The deputation coa-
sisted of ¢ Capt. Sympson and Capt. Mason, with Br. Blenkeusop,” and,
““ they hearing of our constitution and condition, sweetly and lovingly owned
us. as their brethren, which was farre from the rugged and unbrotherly car.
riage of Mr., Gower,” &c. v
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Br. Kaye with some. of the brethren there, may be at your meet-
ing, that so their state may be more fully known to or bren at
N. C. that if they may understand, that hoth you, and them, are
churches constituted according to ye gospel of Xt. we doubt not,
they will be satisfied therein, and we shall be certified thereof,
sudainly by them, the which will give an oceasion to glory in or
God and to be more intimate in or hearts with each other. We
desire to salute or brethren at Stokesley, praying for you all, that
whatever you have heard and received from the Lord Jesus, you
may hold it forth, and hold it fast, till he come. In the meantime,
the Lord make you pfect in every good worke to doe his will, :and
worke in you that weh is well-pleasing in his sight, and confirm .
you therein to the end yt you may be blameless in the day of or
Lord Jesus. Farewell in the Lord.

Your brethren in ye truths of Christ.

We chall dest ‘W. Howard, John Perry, Elders,
shall desire | m . Camfields, ‘Will. Jennings,
to-heare of ye re- LJohn Posser, Theodore Jennings,
ceite hereof, with s i
o o ‘Wm. Spier, J. Armiger,
conveniency ] Thos. Buttivant, John Watson.”

The feeling expressed on the part of the London
churches, referred to in this letter, for union with ‘the
churches in the provinces, had been experienced simul-
taneously with the feelings of the brethren in the west
of England and Wales, on the same subject.. In Wales
an association is said to have been formed in 1650, by
the Baptist churches in Ilston, Slanafan, Hay, and Ol-
chor; and just a little before the present period of our
narrative, a number of churches in Herefordshire, Glou-
cestershire, Monmouthshire, Worcestershire, and Lon-
don, united in corresponding with the other churches
in England. A specimen of this correspondence we have
in their letter to the church at Hexham. It was sent

"from the churches in the west, to the church in Swan-
alley, Coleman-street, London, then under the care of Mr,
Henry Jessey, and forwarded by Mr. Jessey and his peo-
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ple to the church at Hexham, 2d 8th month, (October)
1653. It evinces the deep interest the churches took

in each other at that time, and is well worthy of pre-

servation and perusal.

¢ To the Church of Christ at Hexham.

“DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN IN OUR LORD CHRIST,

¢t We salute you in the Lord, praying for the multiplying of grace
and peace upon you from God ye father of or Lord Jesus Christ.
The report of the works of God in you, and for you, in persuading .
your hearts to obey his will, in being baptized into the name of
the Lord Jesus, while many, in all places, endeavour to deter peo-
ple from ye embracing the plain precept of Christ, and by all sorts
of arts, seek to darken the truth, and continue ye pphane abuse
of infant sprinkling upon superstitious and Judaizing grounds, by
which the reformation of the churches is hindered, and not only
g0, but, that he hath kept you, from those errors of universal
grace, sufficient, but becoming effectual by the motion of man’s will,
not determined by God, and such other errors that corrupt other
baptized people. And that he timely disproved the counterfeit Jew,
who was likely, either to have corrupted you, or brought you unto ob-
loquy. And the keeping you (as we hope) unspotted from the world,
hath filled our hearts with joy, and enlarged our hearts in thanks-
giving, and, so much the rather, because, we hope, that from you,
the truth of God may spread farther, and that, your holy conver-
sation may provoke those that are yet averse from the right ways
of the Lord, in weh you walk, to consider their wayes and enquire
after the mind of the Lord, earnestly. And, for all web reasons, and
that there might be a holy union and correspondence held, between
" us, and you, as those that are members of one body and one spirit,
are called in one hope of or calling, have one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, &e., have judged it our duty to write unto you, that
we might congratulate with you, for the mercy and grace of God
vouchsafed to you, and assure you of or readiness to assist you, in
anything, that may tend to your edification, and to concur with
you in any worke whereby the kingdom of Christ may he advanced
and the opposite dominions of what sort soever may be depressed.

% A for ourselves, though we are confident yt he who hath.begun
ye good work will perfect it, &e., yet being sensible y, you have
potent adversaries, who will endeavonr, with all cunning and vio-
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“'Yente, to cast you down to the earth, that you may lose your
¢rowne, we think it safe for you to be exhorted to look to your
garments, that they be kept clean, yt you may be the sons of God |
without rebuke, &e., and because yr steadfastnesse will rest much
on yr order and unity, we beseech you to mark them that cause
divisions and offences coutrary to the doctrine you have received,
and avoid them. And that you obey ther that are over you in the
Lord who watch for your souls as &e. - Whatever difference may
arise, Iabour to compose it among yourselves to keep the unity of
the spirit in the bond of peace. Let nothing be done throvgh strife
or vain glory, &c. Love and humility will help much to unity.
Take heed of lightnesse and inconstancy. If any have private
opinions let them not be devulged, but each one seeke privately in-
formation of their teachers, or such as are most able, and not zegl-
ously promote them, without regard to the churches’ peace. Let
every one study to be quiet and to doe his own businesse, remem-
bering that as in one body all inembers have not the same office,
so it is in the church; and therefore each member is to keep his
owne place, and therein abide with God. ‘

¢ Brethren, if it had seemed good to the Lord we should have
been glad, if our _dwe'llin'g had been nearer, that we might have
visited you in person, but the Lord otherwise ordering it, we have
contented ourselves only at this tyme to signifie our mind to you
-by ‘writing, hoping to heare from. you, of the grace of God to
you, in preserving and increasing in you, ye knowledge of Xt.and
love of God unto eternal life. We farther signifie to yon our long-
ing to have with you and all the baptized churches yt hold ye faith
purely, such communion as yt we may by letters, or messengers,
in some meeting or meetings, communicate to each other, our
. knowledge for ye certifying of each other, and retayning of con-
sent of doctrine, among the churches. Aund we further desire,
there may be some certain way, of approving and sending teachers
from the churches, and of signifying to all the churches of or com-
munion, who are approved or who are disallowed as teachers, or
in case of the removal, as brethren, that ye churches of God may
not be deceived, by such imposters as the counterfeit Jew with you;
and that popish and other devillish practices, to divide or corrupt
them, may be prevented, though we hope the pastors in every
church will he very watchful in this thing.:. For present we
have no more to write you, but to intreat your prayers forus, and
we for you, y¢ you may stand complete in all the will of God, to
E
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whose tuition we commend you, and remaine, your strongly en-
chained brethren in the bond of perfectnesse—ye unfeigned love of
you in the Lord.

In the name and for the church at Weston-under-Penniard, in
Herefordshire,
John Skinner, Teacher.
John Street, John Skinner, Thomas Rudge, Brethren.

~ In the name of the church meeting at Abergaening, (or Aber-
gavenny,) Monmouthshire,
‘William Pritchard, Elder.
Richard Rogers, Anthony Hare, Brethren.

" In the name and for the church baptized in the Forest of Deane
in the County of Gloucester.
'Will. Skinue and John Mills; Elders. Francis Pobb.

: In the name and for the church meeting in Coleman Street,
/ Swan Alley, London, (it coming to us) 2d of ye
8th month, 1653,
Henry Jessey, Teacher. °
John Bagget, George Waddle, Brethren,

*In the name and for the chorch at Lintile, in Herefordsilire,
John Tombes, Pastor.
John Patchale, John Wamklen, Eldrs.

‘In ye name and for ye church at Beaudly, in Worcestershire,
Thos. Bolstonne,. Phillip Mun, Robt. Girdlad, Eldr,

" In the name and for ye church at Netherton, Glour-shire,
Richd, Harrison, Paule Frum, Will. Drew, Eldrs,

In the name and for ye church, in ye citie of Hereford,
A R. London, Cha. Powell, Steven Chamberlain.

- In the name and for the church at Wormbredy, -
John Bell.”

“The messengers from this ot church, and that wth or bro. H,
- Knollys, and fromx Mr. John Simpson acd. others, meeting at

Blackfriars, wrote. a. large letter to you, many weeks -since,
: akiout & nearer communion, and provoking to pray for the out-
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- pouring of the Spirit, and for furnishing ministry, magistracy,
&c.; but we received no answer back though you seem to say
that you received that letter, in your letter written by Mr.
.Thomas Tillam to Mr. Tombes, dated ye 5th month, 26, 1653.”

At the time that this letter was sent to the church at’
Hexham, Mr. Jessey and his people at Swan-alley,
Coleman-street, took the opportunity of sending them a
private letter of Christian friendship. It bears the
same date with the other, 2d d. 8§ m,, or Olct‘.r., 1653.

“ To our beloved brethren and sistérs, the Church of God,
: meeting at Hexham.

¢ Faith working. by love be increased through the good know-
ledge of God our Father, and of our Lord Jesus Christ.

*Dearly beloved, it was matter of joy to us, that by a hand of
Providence, this larger letr, from churches in Herefordshire, with.
whom we have communion, was sent to one of us, to be sent to you,
wherein we doe severally accord, our hearts joining fully in the -
contents thereof, rejoicing to behold of late this good spirit that
dwells in the churches (which are his temples) so uniting and knit-
ting them together, in the bond of love, and so seeking to enjoy

- more communion together, amongst such as are sound in ye faith,
and that desire to walke as becomes the gospel.

¢ And much refreshing hath or gracious God afforded to our
spirits lately, at the retarn of a messenger and teacher of or, and of
another, of the church meeting at Great All-hallows, London, (of
which church 200 have been baptized within these 3 years) who
were sent to visit the chs. nearer us, than you, in the eounties of Es-
sex, Suffolk, and Norfelk, and to understand their way and order,
and to further love amongst them all, thatlove our Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity and communion with them. Who returning have
related to us wh what sweetness in love and heart meltings in.
beholding the Lord’s love to them herein, they were received in
the Lord by several churches, about ten in Essex, as many in
Suffolk, and as many in Norfolk, sound in the faith, and holy in
life, though differing with some, about the suhject and manner of the
ordinance of Baptism, or some about such laying on of hands, or.
blessing children, or singing psazlms, or hymns, or spiritual songs,
E .
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as they were advised by those messengers.” And though. every
truth -is good, yet, we desire that in churches, all truths be ma-
naged, in the wisdom of the Spirit and in all love, considering: 1st
Cor.-xiii. 1—8, Romans xiv. xv., and Eph. iv.

¢“We are not wantmg to propou.nd these 6 things, that should
once be laid down, that are spoke of Heb. vi. 1, 2, and we en-
deavour to inform all therein yt we iudge faithful, being pro-
pounded to us. But if some cannot receive what is held out about
Ba,ptisme, laying on of hands, or singing, &ec., and yet shew forth
teachablenesse and peaceablenesse, we dare not exclude such,
from this visible kingdom of God merely for weaknesse’ sake. Some
grounds for such practice are 1aid down in that book called “ A
Store-house.””* If any of us be otherwise minded, we are to waite
in God’s way, until he shall reveal some thing. If herein we are
not satisfied as we are, we shall be glad if there be mutual help
herem, or els, so farre as wee have attained let us mind ye same
things, and be as helpful to each other as we can. By what we
have heard of you, we judge you are a church of Christ, wth weh he
hath communion, and therefore, we are willing to have commu-
nion wth you as occasions may be, and wee do intreat you to seek |
ye face of ye Lord in our behalf, yt we may walk worthy in all
pleasing, so as to "glorify his name, and to give no just occasion,
of offence to Jew or Gentile, fo one or other, and we hope that
herein allso we shall be mindful of you. . Being

Your loving bre: and fellow servants, and

 fellow heirs, though most unworthy,

Henrie Jessey,
In the name of, and

George Barret,
. for the church meet- Matt, Strange,

ing at Swan-alley, George Ware, Bre:”
Coleman-street. Tho. Shefold, -

: } Teachers.

*® A work written by Mr. H. Jessey. Mr. Jessey was born at West Bow-
ton, N. B. Yorkshire, He was ordained in the Establishment in 1627. He
became a Dissenter in 1634, and left his charge at Aughton, Yorkshire. He
was solicited to take the charge of the Independent Church, formed by Mr.
Jacob in 1614, which he did in 1637. He was baptized by Mr. H. Knollys, .
in 1645. During the Commonwealth he was Rector of §t, George’s, South-
wark ; but was ejected in 1662. He was a very learned, pious, laborious,
and liberal man, but much persecuted and imprisoned. He died 4 Sep.,
1663, aged 63.
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" Answers to both these letters were sent by the church
of :Hexham, but owing to the troubles in which Mr.
Tillam felt himself involved, by the conduet of Mr.
Gower of Newcastle, he delayed the replies till the be-
ginning of 1654.

In the meantime, Mr. Tllla.m was-called to unite two
of the members of the church in holy matrimony. The
union of believers only, in this relation, has been the
general opinion and practice of the Ba.ptlst churches.
This was especially the case at this period. As to the
mode, it seems to have been of the simplest character.
.Nothing is said of preliminary banns—though it is pro-
bable these were not dispensed with—there is only-a
short record of the matter in the church-book, signed -
by a few witnesses. The record runs to the following
effect. ' '

¢ These are to declare, to all to whom it may concern, that An-
thony Hunter of Holmsterly, in the-parish of Medomsley, and
‘Ellinor Labbourne his wife, of the said parish, were marryed upon
the 13th day of November, 1653, being the Lord’s day, in the house
of Mr. Thomas Tillam, minister of Hexham, before us whose
names are here underwritten as witnesses of the said marriage.

P. Hobson, " Jane Rookby,

Edward Steanerson,  Jane Tillam,
his S marke, Rob. Selbie,

Edward Croser, John Shouellar.”

Alice Swann,

About a fortnight or three weeks after this marriage
had taken place; we find Mr. Gower, of Newcastle, pur-
suing- Mr. Tillam with a vindictiveness, which has too
much the appearance of personal enmity. The original
spring of such determined opposmon, we have not the
means of even conjecturing, but it is clear to percewe
that whatever failings there might attach to Mr. TI].-

lam, they were pursued with a rigour and bitterness,
E3 :
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quite inimical to the mild and forbearing temper incul-
cated by the gospel of Jesus. In the church-book there
is, at this period, the following notice of this affair:—

“The beginning of the 10th m. (Decr.) 1653, a charge came
from the church at Newcastle to the brethren at Derwent Side,
consisting of 12 Articles against Mr. Tillam, wherein manifestly
‘appeared a subtile design to breake, or divide, the church of Hex~
ham. To which, the person concerned returned-—as was needful
—a speedy answer which was approved, a Christian, sober and
faithful answer, and such as they did hope, would amount to the
.satisfaction of those, that follow after such things as make for peace
amongst brethren, and, as such, it was subseribed by the whole
.churche’s full consent. .

John Thirlwell,

} Stephen Anderton.”
John Readshaw, Deacons, &e.

¢ Notwithstanding Mr. Gower laboured with the church at
London, from whom Mr. Tillam was a messenger, but God blasted
all his endeavours, and wonderfully preserved the integrity of his
dispised servant, giving him still a large roome in the hearts of
his people of that Society. Ever praised be his most glorious
name.”

In this manner termma.ted the very important year of
1653, one of the most eventfal and useful in the history
of this infant cause. Thirty-eight persons had been
baptized and added this year, and the ministry of Mr.
Tillam bade fair for long-continued and extensive use-
fulness, had it not been for this lamentable difference
between two men who, of all the men in the North of
England, ought to have been the most forbearing and
the most forgiving.

1654.—During the first three months of 1654 we find
no entry in the Hexham church-book, but on the 20th.
2. m. (April) the following letter bearing this date was
written: -
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¢ For our dearly beloved Brethren and Sisters walking in com-,
munion witk y¢ Reverend Mr. Henry Jessey, in Swan-alley,
Coleman-street, London.

¢¢Grace and peace be shed abundantly upon you, by the -Spirit,
from God or father, and from ye Lord Jesus Christ,

¢ Dearly beloved in the Lord,

¢ Tt hath been several times upon our hearts, to return an an-
swer to your gracious Epistle, sent to us many months since, but
by reason of some who seem to be contentious, wee have hitherto
been hindered. For as the opposition hath been great wech wee
have met with from all hands, ever since wee first made a visible
pfession of ye despised truths of the Lord Jesus, so, specially,
those conflicts have been most sad, which for some months last
past, we have had with ye brethren of a neighhouring church, who

. pfesse to walke by the same rule with us. A spirit of rigidnesse
doth so farre sway among them, yt they cannot owne us, because
we can owne unbaptized churches and ministers, as churches of
Xt, and ministers of Xt, though wee doe allso judge, in those
churches and ministers, some thing as to order wanting, web Geod,
in his owne time, may reveal unto them. Although from others
we have endured cruel buffetings, yet these have made long fur-
rows upon us. Neither yet are our breaches healed, though we
waite and pray, for ye healing of them.

‘ But our thanksgivings unto our God are, upon every remem-
brance renewed in yr behalfe, for the gracious healing frame of
spirit, which breathe in, and throw, yrlines to us. It was sweet,
—refreshing unto our spirits, and we were comforted in your ioy
to hear of the prosperity of Sion, and yt, in several counties ye
standard of ye Lord Jesus is set up, and many there be yt flock
unto it, who are sound in ye faith and holy in their conversation.

¢ Holy and beloved brethren, our desires and prayers to God are

. that we may be one with all those, who have union with the Fa-
ther and ye Son, by his Spirit, in all ye ordinances of ye gospel.
As to the deformities wch are found in ye churches of ye saints, if
but merely circumstantial, we desire to walk by the same rule
with you, Phil, iii. 15, 16, and as many as walke according to ity
peace shall be upon them. It would bee exceedingly for our con-
solation if (as-oft as God shall give you an opportunity) we may
heare of yr affairs, and of every designe wch God shall put into
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yours hearts, and of ye rest of ye precious churches of. Xt neare
unto you, for ye promoting in ye world ye royall interest of ye Lord
Jesus. Finally, brethren, we pray for you and desire you to con-
tinue in prayer for us, that wee may be kept stedfast and unblame-
able, in faith, and holiness, always abounding in ye worke of our
Mr., yt at his coming he may find us so doing. In whom wee, -

Yr fellow servants and companions,
Tho. Tillam, Stephen Anderton, John Ward.
Thomas Ogle. -
Signed by ye appoint~|  Royland Harrison.
ment of ye Church,r g1, hiwell,

2nd, 20th, 1654, John Redshaw } Deacons.”
. 2

Along with this letter there seems to have been one
sent to the churches in Herefordshire, &c., in answer
to the one sent to the church at Hexham, through the
church in Swan-alley, There is no date to it, but it
stands next to the above letter in the church-book.
Delay in- answering is equally complained of; and as -
they were requested to answer the epistle, through the
same medium they received it, so; it is most likely to
have been sent along with the above We give the
following extract:

“To the Church of God wck is at Lemster, (Leominster) with
all those holy societys, walking in brotherly communion under
ye vigilant guard of faithful vverseers.

¢“Holy and beloved,—your evangelical epistle many months
since received amongst us, was even as health to our navel and
marrow to our bones.————And ‘ag we desire unfeignedly -to
thank God for that eminent worthy in our Israel,* so, for you all,

* This is supposed to refer to Mr. John Tombes, of Bewdley, &c., Here-
fordshire. Mr. Tombes was born in 1603. He was ordained in the national
church, and settled at Leominster, about 1630. About 1646, he was baptized
as a believer, and settled at his native place, Bewdley., e was one of the
most learned men of his day, and wrote and disputed much respecting infant
Baptism. In 1653, he was appointed one of the tryers of ministers, by Par~
liament, and held bis living of Bewdley. - He conformed to the Church, as a
lay communicant, after the Bestorauon, but would take no charge. He dled,
May 25, 1676, aged 73. Mr., Tillam and he were very friendly.
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in ‘beholding the blended band of love, so firmly fastened about
so.many pretious congregations, which makes you so amiable in
our eyes, as in the eyes of him whose heart yr chain has ravished.
[Here they refer to the conduct of the Newcastle Church in terms
much the same as in the letter to Swan-alley.] But now as God
seems to moderate the spirit of our brethren, and hath kept us sound
in ye faith, not any of us touched withyt Arminian poyson thathath
s0 sadly infected other Baptist churches; only those deluded soules
called Quakers, have been very active in those parts, and have
seduced two of or society and six of Newcastle church. 'And,
now, dearly beloved, having truly acquainted you with our state—
we being about seventy persons—the greater number men, all kept
alive from ye first almost two years, (until now).””.

- The epistle concludes with good Wishes, and is signed
only by Mr. Tillam.

- Sometime between the 6th a.nd 28th of Ma.y, Mr.
Tl]la.m appears to have gone to London, and to have
visited other churches. We give' an extract of a letter
he wrote on this occasion, as evincing the several usages
of the Baptists at this period.

Fu My dear ones, in"the spmt of truth ard love, you will not
surely be offended, yt the hand of my Father hath drawn me to
ye.great city, to obey him in those pretious truths, which he
pleased to make known unto me, and which he hath filled brim-
full of merey in ye practice of. For after I had enjoyed heavenly
communion wth my pretious brethren of Coleman St., and had ae-
quainted them with my purpose to obey Xt in ye 4th principle,
and had received this gratious letter to ye sts. in Cheshire, from
them, I departed in much love, to ye melting of my hard heart,
and having found many congregations in ye practice of the ordi-
nances I wanted, I was, by a blessed hand, guided to my most
heavenly Br. Doctor Chamberlen, one of ye most humble, morti~-
“fied' soules, for a man of parts,’yt ever I yet met with, in whose
sweet society, I enjoyed ye blessing of my God, by the laying on-of,
their hands, and after a love feast, having washed one another’s
feet, we did joyfully break bread, and concluded with an hymn:
in all weh the singular majesty of Xt shined forth to ye mighty
conviction of some choyse spectators. And now, what am I to
"whom God should make known his truths pfessed, even of late by
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same of his eminent servants, and amongst ye rest by Mr. Tombes.
Brethren be earnest wth God that I may walk worthy of his mer-
cie hestowed upon me, and that I may have a prosperous and
speedy returne to you ; and God is my witness, how greatly I long
after you all in ye bowels of Jesus Xt. I thank and heartily
salute you all. Oh that you could embrace it 2s ye mind of Xt to
greete one another with a Aoly kisse. Oh how amiable is it in
ye churches where it is practised.” :

There is no date to this letter, but it is probable, that
it was sent to Hexham along with another, that at this
time is dated, Warrington, 4 m.—June-—25th day, 1654.
Mr. Tillam, in the above letter, mentions his having re-
ceived a letter from the church at Coleman-street, to the
church in Cheshire. It seems,as already intimated, that
this was the ancient church of Hill Cliffe, near Warring-
ton. It is probable that some of the members lived at
Warrington, and that the church at Hill Cliffe had
meetings there. It is known that they were a zealous
people, as they afterwards laid the foundation of a church
in Liverpool. No other church is ever referred to in
Cheshire, but one, and as Hill Cliffe is very ancient, it
seems most likely to.have been it; and from the in-
terest Mr. Tillam seems always to have taken in it,
and the affectionate manner in which they refer to him
in their letter, and the relationship they say they have
in him, in common with the church at Hexham—all
seem to render it highly probable, that it was the church
of which Mrs. Tillam was a member, and which Mr.
Tillam had visited on a former occasion, mentioned in
our narrative, .

As this is, perhaps, the only ancient document of this
church in existence, we give it entire.

“DEARLY BELOVED IN YE LORD, OUR HOPE AND JOY,

¢“The choicest graces and spiritual blessings, be multiplied and
eontinually flowing into yr souls, from yt eternal fountains where
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refreshing streams of divine consolations have (through grace)
been conveying unto us by his eminent (by us intively affected)
servant of Jes. Christ,* who we trust, will be instrumental in ye
hand of our God, whom we serve, to carry on both you and us in
this our pilgrimage, in a pgresse of grace, soe as, one day, he may
present us with exceeding joy, one pure and spotless virgin, before
our Redeemer, when he of whom ye Lord hath made such a bles-
sed use, shall shine as a starre in glory.

¢ Pretious brethren! that we faint not in this our journey, how
necessarie is’t, yt our joynt interest, be mutnally improved, at the
thirone of grace, in each othery behialf, that in these dahgerous de-
clining times, when ’tis evident or grand adversary, perceiving his
tottering kingdom, near a fall, is employing his utmos{ force and
deepest subtiltye, to delude and draw poore soules from their
plession.

¢ 'Wee desire, to magnifie the name of or God, for that refresh-
ment to or spirits, received by yrsweet ‘epistle, wherein doth ap-
pear ye steadfastriessé of yr faith in Jes. Chr. mauger all ye
nialice manifested by ye endeavours of ye enemie, and his instru-
ments, some of whom have beer busily employed in those parts,
to the saddening of many, yet through mercy, we stand, to ye
praise, of ye glory, of yt grace, which we aoknow]edge our
support.
" 4 We bless God, for ye continual enlargement of yr hearts, to
ye liberty of or dearly beloved brother’s stay with us, thongh God
is pleased to order it now but short.

¢ Brethren, we beseech you, pray for us, yt ye knowledge of
Jesus Christ, may inerease among us, yt we may come tv a more
cleare approbation of ye great mistery, ¢ God in Christ and Christ
in us’ united, and made one with him, by ye eternal Spirit. Then
shall we pfectly see, ye tabernacle of God dwelling with wth men-
and have occasion (from such blessed communion) to rejoice wih
joy unspeakable, aud full of glory, when all doubts and distrac-
tions will be passed away ; noe night or cloud to interpose between
or soules, and ye love of or pretious Redeemer. Ah! this would be
a pretious pledge, or earnest, of yt glorious condition, into wch e
shortly shall be translated, when wee have a full enjoyment
of him, whom now our soules are thirsting after, in unconceivable
and eternall joy.

* §upposed to be Mr, Tillam,



60 HISTORY OF THE BAPTIST CHURCHES

¢ Peace be to all, wth love'and faith, from God or father and.
Lord Jes. Chr. in whom wee are entirely yr a.ﬁ'ectlonate brethren

- 'Will, Booth, Robt. Millington, Tho. Holland
Peter Eaton,  John Sproson, Chas. Holland,
John Tomleson, Tho. Follings, Ric. Amery.

¢ Warrington, 4 m. 26 day, 1654.”

Soon after Mr. Tlllam went to London, a letter came
to the church at Hexham, from the church at Newecas-
tle, informing them of a letter Mr. Tillam had sent to
them regarding the conduct of Major Hobson, already
referred to. Mr. Tillam, it seems from the letter, had
received his information from Mr. Hammond, who was
probably the minister of St. Nicholas’, Newcastle, and
who wrote against the false Jew; hence the Newcastle
church affirm of him, that “ wee feare he hath prejudi-
ciale thoughts, not only against Major Hobson, but
against Mr. Tillam, and all who are opposite to him,
and that we judge you are sensible of as well as wee.”
Then they mention that they had searched the busi-
ness to the bottom, and had found out that what was
reported of the Major, referred to what they call, “the
days of his wantonnesse,”. and that now “he is not a
lover, but a loather, of such unworthy practlces.

“ Now, dear friends,” they add, ¢“‘wee could not but lett you
know so much, being persuaded, you knew of the letter Mr. Ham-
mond wrote to Mr. Tillam, and Mr. Tillam to us, and wee are
ye ‘rather pvoked to write to you, fearing such reports may caunse
yr spirits to slight and question ye gracious and kind dealings of
God with his soul. Besides, wee had some information, that this
report——is, by some reported to ye men of 'ye'world but at pre-
gent, wee can not accuse and pticular, untill we are farther in-
formed but, if any such things should be, wee judge it very
nnsuxtable to ye rule of trath,————So desiring, that the God of
all grace, to keep you, and us; from embracing of, or acting in,
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any thing, but wt we may cheerfully looke God in ye face in ye
greate day of ye Lord, to whose grace we leave you and remaine,

Yr desirous brethren in truth and love,
if fe way were clear in all gospel bonds,
Tho. Gower,
James Turner,
Geor. Oliver,

Lewis Froist,
Joh. Carrath.” ./

“We shall write to Mr. Tillam, when we hear of his returne.
|« Newcastle, May 28th, 1654.”

By ye appointment of
the Ch. at Newcastle.}

To this letter the church at Hexham sent a reply,
about two months after, in which they affirm to the fol-
lowing effect: .

¢ Wee are so farre from iudging bro. Tillam to have acted dis-
orderly, yt wee are satisfied his carriage, in yt businesse, was ac-
cording to ye mind of Christ, and wee dare affirme it before ye
Lord, yt he had been both wicked and unfaithful, to his Mr. and
you, his people, if he had not put you upon ye enquiry into such
reports, whether they were true or not. His worke was only to
be a monitor to you, not an accuser of yr bro. Hobson. We de-
sire you would seriously lay to heart how mightily ye Lord Jesus
suffers through our divisions. Oh what a vast deal of ground, ere
this day, had ye Lord Christ gotten in ye kingdom of Satan, and
Antichrist (weh stands yet little or nothing broken in these p's)
had a healing spirit timeously interposed itself, so yt we might,
a8 one man, put our shoulder to ye worke. Consider, we pray
you, whether may not ye apostacy of some, ye staggerings of
others yt yet stand, ye discouragement of weake ones, whose
faces are Zionward, yet do keepe at distance (not thinking it safe
to close with those who are not at unity among themselves). Con-
sider, wee pray you, whether all of these and many more shall not
be scored up, upon ye account of or unhappy differences. We
leave these upon yor spirits. The Lord make them of weight with-
you yt yet at ye last—if it be ye will of God—all bitternesse may
be taken out from among us, and an happy composure among-

F
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them; who professe themselves yro in the unity of Faith and’
Baptism. ’

Signed by the appointment of th_e} Rich. Orde,

Jobn Ward,

(A number of names here follow.)

whole ch. of Xt. at Hexham,

} Elders.
6.m., Augt. 3d. day, 1654.

A speedy answer was sent to this letter by the
church at Newcastle, in which they still complain of
the church at Hexham, as giving them no satisfaction,
but the contrary. Major Hobson’s name is not men-
tioned, but the burden of the complaint is, that they
had come out of Babylon by halves only, and add,—

¢ Therefore pray, consider, and forsake yt weh is sinfull, We
meaneall those ownings and pleadings for yt web you have plead-
ed in auswer to our charge, wth all other things, yt are iustly a
cause of difference hetween us, and yt ye truth of God does not
approve of. -

¢ 'We have this to add, yt if you. desire a ptlcular answer to
ye answer to o' charge, we shall be ready to give it you, in a suit-
able and seasonable t:me, for yr pticular satisfaction. Only, we
desire you will bee pleased to send us a coppy of yr commission
to preach, weh you had from ye ppagators; and, a coppy of ye
order, by web you went to Hexham, and a coppy of ye order, by
weh you receive yr maintainance.

In ye behalf of ye whole, I being

apppointed, do subscribe
From ye church of Christ at Newcastle,

to or dear friends at Hexham, 27th of} Tho. Gower.”

ye 6th - m., 1654.

To this letter, we have a reply, by Mr. Ward, who:
enquires, “ what is meant by coming out of Babylon by
halves,” and reiterates what was said in the end of the
former letter from Hexham to Newcastle, respecting
the baneful effects of their difference on the world.
This letter is without date, but was probably written in
the month of September.

The last letter that we have between these churches, is
also without date, but was, probably, written soon after.
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The complaint in it is, that Mr. Tillam had spoken of
the conduct of Major Hobson to the world, stating it to
Mr. Liddell of Ravensworth; also to Thomas Gibson
and Crane Liddell of Hexham, which was overheard by
Ed. Rowland; and likewise to Mrs, Fenwick. All this,
they say, Mr. Tilliam had.denied, to their wonderment.
They also wonder that Mr. Tillam should not have told
the Major of his fault, when he asked him to preach at
Hexham. but told it to others. We have not Mr. Til-
lam’s reply, but as the church in Coleman-street, and
several of the members of the church of Hexham with-
drew soon after this, it is probable, that there might be
some fault on the part of Mr. Tillam here. The cap-
tious rancour, however, with which he was pursued, is
most distressing to reﬂect on.

In the month of September, this year, Mr. Tillam
. and his friends were highly gratified by the kindly at-
tentions of certain individuals in high quarters, to one
of the members of the church at Hexham. This per-
son was a poor female named Elizabeth Heslop. She
was the twentieth female baptized by Mr. Tillam, was
unmarried, and appears to have been employed in ser-
vitude. In the records of the church, there is a letter of
recommendation preserved, relative to her uniting with
any Baptist church she might happen to visit, while in
pursuit of her employment. This letter is dated 11th
7 month (September) 1654.

A letter bearing date the same month, and the same
year, we find addressed to Sir Thomas Liddell. This
letter has for its object, the expression of the gratitude
of the ehurch, for the kindness of Sir Thomas and his
Lady to this poor female. Sheappears to have become
the subject of deep affliction soon after she had left the
neighbourhood of Hexham, and had been most kindly
attended to in the depth of her distress, at Ravensworth

" Castle. The following is an extract from this letter,
F2



64 HISTORY OF THE BAPTIST CHURCHES

% From ye church of Christ assembled at Hexham,
_Mon. Tth, 1654.

For tHE Rieur WoORSHIPFULL SiR THoMAs LIDDELL.

¢ Worthy Sir,

“ The many and sweet experiences weh this poore despised
church hath had of your and your pretious Ladie’s® favours, have
solemnly engaged us to honour you, and we looke upon it as a
duty incumbent upon us, to acquaint you that you have a large
interest in our hearts, and a choice room in our prayers. It hath
beene many times as marrow and fatnesse to our spirits, when
wee have heard of yrlove weh you beare to ye meanest yt beare
anything of ye image of ye Lord Jesus. But, Oh! what consola-
tion was it to us when wee heard of yrbowels, and tender affec-
tion, towards our dearly beloved, but now (alas) sadly afflicted
sister, Elizabeth Heslopp. In this day of her deepe distresse. In
our greatest sadnesse for our sister, was even as life from the
dead, to heare of those yearnings of bowels wch yr ever to be
honoured Lady had concerning her, her many thoughts of heart
for her—her sympathizing wtb her—her care and endeavour how
to bring her back—and your receiving into yr house and respects,
a poore afflicted member of Jesus Christ—this is such an eminent
act of yr goodnesse, yt it hath even overcome our hearts, and all
our thanks are below it. Only, this confidence wee have in or
King (whose wee are and whome wee serve) that-hee will not
suffer goodnesse to goe unrewarded. If but a single cup of cold
water, given to one yt belongs to Christ, hath verily a reward,
wee believe and doe assure ourselves yt ye good things ministered
to our sister, in the day of or master—his appearance, will be
found to your praise and honour. Christ scores up yr favrs to her,
upon his owne account. His answer in the day of his returne, Math.
xxv. 40, will be a satisfactory requital. In the meantime, wee
will not cease to make mention of you in our prayers, yt Gogd
would comfort yr hearts, even in ye like measure, as she and wee
have heen consolated in yr loves. . That hee would shew mercy to
you, in the houre wherein you shall stand most need of it. TFhat

% Lady Liddell was the daughter of the distinguished Sir Henry Vane, a
man remarkable equally for his piefy, and his statesmanlike ability. This-
may account in some measure for the attentions of a Cavalier family to a
poor Baptist female, and also the communications between them and Mx.
Tillam, ' .
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hee would reveal, whtsoever of his counsell and will are wanting in
*you. That he would water wilt y2 dews of his grace the sweet
pledges of yr loves; those olive branches that are planted about
yr table. That he would recompense yr loves sevenfold into yr
hosom here, and fitt and prepare you for yt glory wen wee wait for
and presse after, in waies of his owne apoentment. To his em-
braces wee commend you, and take leave to subscribe ourselves,

Your thankfull servants for Xt.’s sake,

_ John Thirlwell, John Joblin, Tho. Tillam,
Henry Angas, Hugh Heslop, St. Anderton.
.John Johnson, Rich. Orde,

1655.—However much the mind of Mr. Tillam, and
the minds of the members of the church at Hexham,
might be consoled, by the pleasing incident alluded to
in the above letter, their joy was not of long continu-
ance. The year 1654 had scarcely passed away, and
1655 had scarcely begun to dawn, than their troubles,
arising from the external opposition of the church at
Newcastle, and the internal dissensions that prevailed
‘among themselves, rose to a greater height than at any
previous time This circumstance is alluded to, in the
following note, in the Hexham church-book: ‘“Greate
storms and eommotions by Mr. Gower, more then ever,
so0 farre prevailing with the church in Coleman-street,
as to a disowning of Mr. Tilliam, and all that are in
the practice of laying on of hands.” -Also,—“Mr. An-
derton first endeavoured a schisme about imposition of
hands, but failing therein, he opened his mouth in blas-
phemy against Mr. Tillam’s doctrine, and plunged
himself into other grosse evils, for which he was, by the
elders, with joynt approbation of the church, delivered
nnto Satan, with The. Ogle.” »

It would appear, then, that imposition of hands was
one of the twelve charges that Mr. Gower had against
‘Mr. Tillam, and probably the principal of them. This
imposition of hands was attended to, on the baptism of

F3
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individuals, on the blessing of young children, and when
ministers and deacons were ordained ; as also on the de-
parture of ministers visiting a church. This is what is
alladed to in the Hexham church-book, as the fourth
principle, in reference to the six principles, referred to
by the Apostle in Hebrews vi. 1,2. Those who were
baptised and admitted to the communion of the church,
are said to have been so under the fourth principle.

The whole charges seem very frivolous, and surely not
such, on the principle of the law of love, as to require any
church to be disowned as a sister church in the Lord Je-
sus. It is true, indeed, our Lord never intended it to be
an ordinance in his church, that his ministers should, like
him, take little children up in their arms to bless them;
but there can be no harm, surely, in praying for them,
and telling parents their duty respecting them. So
likewise, a Baptist minister may hear a Padobaptist
minister preach and pray, and even commune with him -
at the Lord’s Supper, without dishonouring the Christian
name. Without incurring the eensure of others, he may,
also, in obedience to the appointment of the Lord, live
of the gospel he preaches to others, We are not pre-
pared to defend the conduct of Mr. Tillam in the case
of Major Hobson; but all the circumstances are not
before us; and the bitter manper in which he was
treated on other matters, makes us ca.utlous of our
condemnation of him in this. ‘

‘Such, then, were some of the charges brought by Mr.
Gower against Mr. Tillam, and on account of holding
such matters as these, he regards both him and the
church at Hexham as having come out of Babylon only
Ly halves. Such a spirit as this does much more to
injure Christianity, by lessening its holy dignity before
the world, than all the sneers, ridicule, or arguments
ever used by infidels against it.

The result of the whole was, what might ha.ve been





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































